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NDP sweeps Egyptian votes 

CARO (R) — Egypt's rattng National Democratic Party (NDP) won a 
dear sweep Friday in eledioa results for the Shura CoandJ, a consultative 
body that recommends laws to parliament. Interior Minister Zaki Badr 
told a news conference that NDP members won 143 seats — all those in 
which Thursday's voting produced a remit. Badr said that nxn-ofT votes 
would be held next Thursday for the remaining 10 of the 153 seats bring 
contested because no candidate captured the required 51 per cent support. 
But opposition candidates were rihnhwted from those races and each of the 
second- round contests wfiD all be between a pair of NDP rivals. President 
Hosnf Mubarak win appoint 86 members to the council and the rest of the 
258 seats have already been filled by candidates who were not opposed. 
About 10 millioa people voted of tbc 14.4 million eligible. The NDP’s main 
challenger, the banned but tolerated Mushra Brotherhood party running in 
affiance with the Soria fat Labour Party (SLP) and the Liberal Socialist 
Party (15PI faded to secure any seats. 
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Jo 


celebrates two national anniversaries 


AMMAN (JiT.T Jordan 
Saturday celebrates the Great 
Arab Revolt, and Army Day 

fuutiversartea comme mo rat in g 
the endeavours of the leaders of 
tbe Great Arab Reyob and their 
armed forces m their straggle to 
achieve flberdkw, unity and 
independence for the Arab Na- 
tion. 

~ A statement carried by tbe 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said the revolt, led by Sharif 
Hussein Ibn Alt, broke out in 
1916 46- bring liberation and 
freedom for aS Arabs from colo- 
nial rule. 

The statement paid tribute to 
the sacrifices made by the 
Hashemite, leaders towards 
national causes in general and 
Palestine in- particular and said 
these leaders continued the 
struggle regardless of the abrit- 
rary measures of the then Brit' 
i«b nabi mal rale. 

It said that the late King 


Abdullah. Ibn A1 Hussein was 
aide to save targe parts of Pales- 
tine and East Jordan from Brit- 
isb-Zkmisf plans for the Imple- 
mentation of the Balfour Dec- 
laration. 

In the commitment to the 
principles of the Great Arab 
Revolt, King Abdullah re- 
sponded to the wffll and desires 
of the peoples on both banks of 
the River Jordan for unity, thus 
taking an important step to- 
wards an overall unity among 
Arab states, the statement 
noted. 

It said - that the East- West 
Bank unity of 1950 serves as an 
example to other Arab states 
and constituted a nucleus for 
pan.- Arab unity. The Great 
Arab Revolt's principles, the 
statement said, serve as a course 
of action for Arabs seeking to 
pool their resources and their 
potential to enhance Arab soli- 
darity. 


It said that the Jordanian 
Armed Forces would continue 
to serve as a shield, protecting 
tbe Arab Nation from aggres- 
sion and from external dangers. 

The nucleus of the Jordanian 
Armed Forces, tbe news agency 
said, formed in 1948 upon the 
directives of (be tale King 
Abdullah, and since then tbe afar 
force has been growing and 
strengthened, and provided 
with up-to-date fighter aircraft 
to defend the homeland. 

Petra said that the formation 
of the Peple’s Army In Jordan 
was another measre intended to 
enhance tbe country's defence 
capabilities. 

On the Great Arab Revolt 
and Army Day all government 
departments and public institu- 
tions remain closed and celeb ra- 
tions were being organised in 
various parts of Jordan. 

On the occasion of the two 
anniversaries. King Hussein re- 


ceived congratulatory cables ex- 
pressing allegiance to tbe 
Hashemite leadership and good 
wishes for Jordan. Cables were 
sent by Prime Minister Sharif 
Zaid Ibn Shaker, the Upper 
House of Parliament speaker, 
the Greater A mm an mayor, the 
chief Islamic justice, tbe direc- 
tors of tbe Public Security De- 
partment. the Intelligence De- 
partment, and the Civil Defence 
Department. 

Tbe King also received a 
cable from Chief of StafT Gener- 
al Fathi Abu Taleb. In his cable 
Taieb said: “The Great Arab 
Revolt, which your late grand- 
father A1 Hussein Ibn Ali laun- 
ched against poverty, injustice, 
and ignorance, constituted the 
bases of Arab renaissance. This 
revolt resuscitated nationalist 
feelings, quest for freedom, and 
aspiration for a honourable 
life.” 

Reviewing tbe efforts King 









HM King Hussein 

Abdullah had exerted to estab- 
lish the Arab army and his 
martyrdom in the Holy Land, 
Abu Taleb paid tribute the spe- 
cial attention King- Hussein 
gives to the development of tbe 
army. Abu Taleb pledged 
sincerity to (be noble principles 
of the revolt. 


Carbomb kills 4 in west Beirut 


receives 

Arafat’s 

message 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Thurs- 
day received a message from 
Palestine President Yasser 
Arafat dealing with Palesti- 
ne an- Jordanian policy coor- 
dination vis-a-vis the Middle 
East, question. 

The message was delivered 
to tbe King by Hani Ai Has- 
san, Arafat’s political' advisor. 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — A car- 
bomb killed at least four people 
and injured three in west Beirut 
Friday and gunners shelled ports 
north of the Lebanese capital. 

Arab League mediator LaJcft- 
dar Ibrahimi was due to arrive in 
Beirut from Damascus and poli- 
tical analysts said the violence 
might be timed to increase press- 
ure on him. 

Security sources said Syrian- 
backed Lebanese militiamen 
fired multi-barrelled rocket laun- 
chers and field guns at ports and 
other areas in the enclave con- 
trolled by the troops of army 
commander Major-General 
Michel Aoun. There were no 
reports of casualties. 


.The BMW car in west Beirut, 
rigged with SO kilogrammes of 
explosives, blew up near a seaf- 
ront restaurant only 100 metres 
from a Syrian checkpoint. The 
blast threw three of the victims 
into the sea from pavement cafes. 

It was tbc seventh car bomb 
explosion in Lebanon this year. A 
carbomb on May 16 killed 22 
people, including religious leader 
Sheikh Hassan Khaled. 

Ibrahimi wilt meet both Acting 
Prime Minister Salim Ai Hoss. 
head of a Syrian-backed govern- 
ment, and Aoun, who leads a 
rival cabinet of army officers in 
east Beirut, official sources said. 

They said he would discuss an 
Arab League plan for a political 


settlement, including presidential 
elections, to end Lebanon’s 14- 
year civil war. 

The sources said talks would 
also cover ways to consolidate a 
shaky ceasefire mediated by ibra- 
himi May 11 and to end a 11- 
week sea and land blockade of 
the Aoun enclave. 

The ceasefire halted two 
months of fierce artillery bom- 
bardments. in which more than 
360 people were killed. 

But Syrian troops and their 
militia allies have continued to 
shell the Aoun-controlied coast 
daily to enforce the blockade. 

In Damascus, the foreign 
ministers of Saudi Arabia. 
Morocco and Algeria were hold- 


Deng blesses 


PEKING (Agencies) — China's 
senior leader Deng Xiaoping made a 
dramatic reappearance Friday after 
being out of sight for a turbulent 
three weeks during which the Chinese 
communist state faced its biggest 
crisis. 

Tbe 84-year-brd Deng had been 
rumoured dead or swept aside until 
he appeared on state television prais- 
ing troops who crushed student-led 
protests and announcing that his 
open-door economic policies would 
not change- 

Dipiomats bad been likening the 
world's most populous nation to a 
dinosaur without a head until Deng's 
reappearance, seemingly designed to 
quash the view that a leadericss China 
was heading for tivQ war. 

Hundreds of troops took up posi- 
tions hue Friday around universities 
where the protests began in April- 
Many students have gone into hiding 
or left die' city since tbe army violent- 
ly ended Jbeir protests last weekend. 

Troops also fanned out through diy 
streets, patrolling on foot and in truck, 
convoys. The Foreign Ministry sent 
notices to foreign embassies advising 
that troops would patrol the diploma- 
tic section and' suggesting embassy 
staff stay off the streets at night. 

About 50,000 students and suppor- 
ters staged a peaceful demonstration 
Friday in Shanghai to mourn the 
deaths of six people killed In recent 
anti-government disturbances in the 
city. 

Three ..provincial capitals also re- 
ported arrests Friday as cities across 
China, were wracked by protests 
against the . martial law crackdown in 
Peking. - - 

The Shanghai protesters gathered. 


in People’s Square to conduct funeral 
rites for the six, who were killed 
Tuesday night when a train, crashed 


through a barricade-set up on tracks 
near Shanghai station. 

Angry crowds then set fire to the 
train and fought with firemen and 
police who came to put it out, injur- 
ing more than 20. 

In his TV appearance, the diminu- 
tive Deng looked frail and spoke 
haltingly and indistinctly in his rasp- 
ing Sichuan esc accent. 

He was manifestly less ebullient 
than on his previous public appear- 
ance May 16, receiving Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev for what 
many thought would be the climax of 
his political career. 

Since then China has been in tur- 
moil after student-led pro-democracy 
demonstrations were crushed by the 
military with the loss of hundreds, 
perhaps thousands of lives. 

But the communist veteran has 
again showed he is a great survivor 
and seems, for tbe moment, to be still 
on top. 

After the founding of the People’s 
Republic in 1949, he was twice 
purged, suffering humiliation at the 
bands of Mao Tsetung's Red Guards 
and tbe wrath of Mao's widow. 

Deng, who will be 85 in August, had 
been widely rumoured to be gravely 
fll in hospital with prostare cancer. 

Wearing a grey Mao Suit, he was 
shown on television flanked by Pre- 
mier Li Peng and President Yang 
Shangkun. 

Communist Party Genera! Secret- 
ary Zhao Ziyang was not shown 
present at the meeting. The 69-year- 
old reformist is believed to have been 
ousted for opposing the crackdown 
on China’s democracy movement. 

Before the commentator took up 
Deng’s speech, he was heard to say “I 
mourn those people’s liberation sol- 
diers and police who were sacrificed.” 

“Our troops did not lei the people 
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Chilians wounded in dashes with troops in Peking are rushed to hospitals in makeshift ambulances. 


dowD... through this test they proved 
they are worthy. This fully shows that 
our troops are always China’s defen- 
ders, tbe defenders of the socialist 
system and the interests of the peo- 
ple” he was quoted as saying. 

“Our officers and troops, in the fare 
of mortal danger, did not forget the 
people, did not forget the guidance of 
the people and did not forget the 
interests of the country." 

“Our troops are Uiina’s great 
wall of iron and steel,” Deng was 
quoted as saying. 

Senior politburo member Qiao Shi, 
tipped by diploma is as a possible 
successor to Zhao, was present at the 
leadership line-up which the com- 
mentator said took place in Zbong- 
nanbai, the party’s headquarters in 
central Peking. 

Deng praised and mourned troops 


who died putting down what he called 
a “counter- revolution ary rebellion'* 
iti Peking Sarurday night and Sunday 
morning. 

Life in Peking was returning slowly 
to normal in the suburbs Friday. 
More shops were open and street 
sweepers cleared piles of rotting rub- 
bish. 

Late at night large numbers of 
ranks were seen moving away from 
central Tiananmen Square, indicating 
that the armoured column which 
crushed student-ied demonstrations 
there was leaving the city. 

A Western resident counted about 
40 tanks and more than 20 armoured 
troop carriers passing his window. 

Students have vowed to make 
Shanghai the nerve centre of their 
cause. Some told Reuters reporters in 
Hoag Kong by telephone they were 


striving to rebuild the nationwide 
union shattered by last week's mas- 
sacre. 

“We will fight on until the end,” 
said a student identifying himself only 
as Wang from Shanghai's prestigious 
Fudan University. 

Thousands of foreigners have fled 
the chaos of Peking and aid and 
investment projects have been put on 
hold. The killings brought widespread 
international condemnation of Chi- 
na's rulers. 

The killings prompted fears among 
the six million people of Hong Kong, 
which Britain is due to band over to 
Chinese rule in 1997 (see page 8). 

On Friday it was announced British 
Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe 
will visit Hong Kong in early July to 
assess the problems confronting the 
colony. 


Rafsanjani defends Khamenei as supreme leader 
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TEHRAN (Agencies) — Iranian. 
Parliament Speaker Hashemi 
Rafsanjani turned the Friday 
prayer .sermon at Tehran Uni- 
versity, billed as a memorial ser- 
vice for Ayatollah Ruhoilah 
Khomeini, into a massive rally for 
the patriarch's successor. 

RafeanjanTs sermon, a mixture 
of politics and religion, dealt 
mainly with justifying the surprise 
choice of President Ali Khamenei 
as supreme political and religious 
leader. 

He said Khamenei met tbe 
condition*; outlined in April by 
Khomeini for his successor, and 
that settling the issue quickly had 
stunned the world expecting a 
power struggle in Iran. 

“ObeyingKhamexiei is obeying 
Khomeini," chanted the crowd 
packing the Tehran University 
campus- and all surrounding 
streets and avenues for 


kilometres. Whole families knelt 
on prayer mats in tbe streets. 

The early part of the meeting 
was a eulogy to Khomeini with 
the crowd chanting “0 
Khomeini, we swear to remain 
faithful to your teachings” and 
“We shall be your soldiers till we 
die.” 

Rafsanjani and other leaders 
sat cross-legged on carpets be- 
neath die rostrum, which held a 
huge colour portrait of Khomeini 
dropped in black. Four little boys 
kneeling at its base grasped bun- 
ches of red and white glacfioals. 

In front of the rostrum a Per- 
sian carpet held plates of dates, a 
traditional offering daring memo- 
rial services. 

Rafsanjani, as usual grasping 
the barrel of an AK-47 assault 
rifle, began speaking immediately 
after tbe congregation was whip- 
ped into a frenzy of slogan-chant- 


ing in praise of Khameini. 

Rafsanjani said that Khomeini, 
although not naming a direct suc- 
cessor, had hinted that Khamenei 
was qualified. The parliament 
speaker said Khomeini, had 
wanted to avoid setting the prece- 
dent of the supreme, leader pick- 
ing his own successor. 

“But be had views and he 
transferred them in some ways... 
he has told us his views in a 
scattered fashion,” Rafsanjani 
said. 

He read from an April 29 letter 
he said the late revolutionary 
patriarch wrote to a constitution- 
al review committee. 

He said Khomeini, who died of 
a heart attack Saturday at age 86, 
wrote that his successor need not 
be a marja’, or supreme religions 
leader, despite clauses saying that 
in the constitution. 

Rafsanjani quoted the letter as 


saying: “From the start I believed 
and insisted that it was not neces- 
sary to be a maija* to qualify. A 
just mujtahed (skilled jurist) who 
is confirmed by the honourable 
experts from throughout the 
country would be sufficient." 

Rafsanjani, apparently seeking 
to defuse reports of a leadership 
struggle, said: “All this talk of 
moderate and radicals is just 
propaganda. When the republic 
needs us we all draw together.” 

Diplomats, however, still be- 
lieve that Rafsanjani could find 
himself under threat from moves 
to water down constitutional 
amendments which would give 
sweeping powers to the winner of 
presidential elections in August. 

Rafsanjani, the leading pres- 
idential candidate, is believed by 
diplomats to be opposed by radic- 
als led by Interior Minister Ali 
Akbar Mohtasherrti and to face 


dissatisfaction over the economy, 
shattered by war with Iraq. 

“There is no room for doubt,” 
Rafsanjani said of Khamenei. 
"Do not allow anyone to create 
doubts in you. What has been 
done is logically correct and 
according to religious principles.” 

Rafsanjani praised Khomeini’s 
son Ahmad for running his 
father's household. “History 
must remember his role,” he 
said. 

The only sign of tension in 
Tehran during the week-long 
holiday to mark Khomeini's 
death has been a greater than 
usual number of roadblocks man- 
aged by teenage militiamen. 

The tens of thousands who 
attended tbe first Friday prayers 
since Khomeini's death reflected 
the outburst of grief in Iran with 
many people bursting into tears 
or bearing their chests. 


U.S. vetoes U.N. draft condemning 


Israeli practices in occupied lands 


Strike marks 1 9th 
month of uprising 

Combined agency dispatches similar council resolut 

February. 

THE PALESTINIAN uprising in the occu- Last month it biocki 

pied West Bank and Gaza Strip entered its 

19th month Friday with a massive general not include an appeal for * 

strike that paralysed most of the occupied The united states pro* 

territories number of amendments 


mg talks with Syrian officials. 
They were expected to fly to Iraq, 
which backs Aoun, for further 
consultations. 

An Arab summit in Casablanca 
last month entrusted the heads of 
state of the three countries with 
mediating a solution to the crisis 
in Lebanon within six months. 

Details of the foreign ministers' 
discussions were not disclosed, 
but Saudi Foreign Minister Prince 
Saud AI Faisal said after a meet- 
ing in Jeddah Wednesday that the 
three ministers will travel to 
Damascus and Baghdad for talks 
on rhe issue. 

He said they would also contact 
the permanent members of the 
United Nations Security Council. 


At the United Nations, the 
U.S., for the second time in four 
months, vetoed a Security Coun- 
cil resolution condemning Israel's 
often brutal handling of the up- 
rising. 

Palestinians in Arab Jerusalem 
and the occupied territories 
staged a genera] strike to mark 
the anniversary of the intifada' 
which erupted in December 1987. 
Since then at least 511 Palesti- 
nians have died. 

The 650,000 Palestinians of rhe 
Gaza Strip remained under a 
curfew imposed last Saturday and 
residents of the strip's Nusseirat 
Palestinian refugee camp were 
confined to their homes for the 
11th consecutive day, a Gaza 
resident said. 

Palestinian sources said youths 
in the camp defied the curfew 
Friday to hurl stones at troops who 
opened fire, wounding one pro- 
tester. Nusseirat has been under 
curfew for 32 out of the past 35 
days, resident said. 

On Thursday, assailants shot a 
Palestinian man to death on his 
hospital bed in the West Bank, 


U.S.-PLO 
talks make 
little 

headway 

TUNIS (Agencies) — The direct 
talks between the United States 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) are 
approaching deadlock, but both 
sides seem more interested in 
continuing their contacts than in 
acknowledging the stalemate. 

U.S. Ambassador Robert Pel- 
let reau and PLO Executive Com- 
mittee member Yasser Abed 
Rabbo Thursday held their third 
meeting since December in an 
attempt to advance the Middle 
East peace process. 

But it appeared evident that 
the talks were producing no great 
strides towards finding a peaceful 
solution to the Arob-Israeli con- 
flict. 

Pelletreau tried Thursday to 
persuade the PLO to agree to 
elections in the occupied territor- 
ies as part of a plan prorposed by 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir. The plan calls for allow- 
ing Palestinians in the territories 
to elect representatives to negoti- 
ate limited autonomy with Israel. 

The elections “should be free 
and fair, open to the media and 
outside observers and entail as 
broad a participation as possi- 
ble,” Pelletreau said. 

He added that be hoped the 
PLO would “seriously consider 
this idea, and that Palestinians 
and Arab governments will also 
respond constructively." 

In reply. Abed Rabbo restated 
the PLO’s view that an Israeli 
troop withdrawal from the occu- 
pied territories and tbe installa- 
tion of a international observer 
force must come before any talk 
of elections. 

Where Pelletreau suggested 
progress "through elections to 
negotiations," Abed Rabbo 
wanted the elections to be the 
final step in a negotiated peace 

The two sides “simply reiter- 
ated their known positions,” the 
Tunisian news agency (TAP) 
commented after Thursday's 
talks. 

A senior American official 
said: “There was no visible prog- 
ress. ... it was more of the same 
from the PLO.” 

“Bnt it’s the only contact we 
have with the PLO. and we are 
determined to keep it up — what- 
ever tbe Israelis say — and what- 
ever the immediate chances of 
success may be,” the official said. 


and news reports claimed he col- 
laborated with Israel. 

Another suspected collabor- 
ator was shot and seriously 
wounded in a separate incident, 
the reports said. 

In the Gaza Strip,, Israeli sol- 
diers sealed the homes of three 
Palestinians accused of throwing 
firebombs at troops. 

An 18-year-old Palestinian was 
reported wounded in a clash with 
troops in Jabaliya in Gaza. 

The fatal attack occurred in 
Rafidiyeh hospital in tbe West 
Bank town of Nablus, where 
Taleb Yamin, 55, was convalesc- 
ing from injuries sustained 10 
days earlier in a beating and 
stabbing assault, doctors said. 
Reports said he was suspected of 
collaborating with Israel. 

U.S. argument 

Vetoeing Friday's Security 
Council resolution, the United 
States said the draft, supported 
by the other 14 members of the 
council, was unbalanced. 

The United States vetoed a 


similar council resolution in 
February. 

Last month it blocked the 
issuing of a council statement on 
the same subject because it did 
not include an appeal for restraint 
by Palestinians as well as Israel. 

The United States proposed a 
number of amendments to the 
latest draft but they were not 
accepted by the seven non- 
aligned members of the council 
who sponsored it . 

During the debate, which be- 
gan Tuesday, a steady stream of 
speakers condemned Israel's ac- 
tions in suppressing the intifada. 

They also criticised violence by 
some of the 70.000 Israeli settlers 
living among the Palestinians in 
the occupied territories and com- 
pared the issuing by some settle- 
ments of “foreign worker” identi- 
ty tags to Palestinian labourers to 
the yellow stars of David Jews 
were forced to wear under the 
Nazis. 

A number of speakers also- 
referred to a recent report that 
some Israeli soldiers had used 
pages torn from a Koran as tioiet 
paper. 

The vetoed resolution would 
have condemned "those policies 
and practices of Israel... which 
violate tbe bumn rights of tbe 
Palestinian people in the occu- 
pied territory, as well as vigilante 
attacks against Palestinian towns 
and villages and desecration of 
the Holy Koran.” 


NATO agrees on 
parallel approach 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) defence ministers Fri- 
day pledged to keep Western 
defences strong while actively 
pursuing an historic deal with the 
Soviet bloc to slash troops, tanks 
and aircraft in Europe. 

After a two-day defence plan- 
ning session, ministers agreed to 
maintain a long-standing goal of 
three per cent growth in annual 
military spending — even though 
this target is rarely met by any of 
the 16 member nations. 

"The hope that we may be able 
to achieve an historic accord on 
conventional armaments in 
Europe is not sufficient justifica-. 
don for any of us to lessen our 
countries' commitments or re- 
duce our vigilance or weaken the 
common defence," said U.S. De- 
fence Secretary Dick Cheney. 

“Even if we reach an agree- 
ment for a reduction of arma- 
ments on both sides to equal 
levels there will still be the need 
for modernising those forces,” 
Cheney added at a news confer- 
ence. 

"Sound defences constantly 
kept up to date will continue to 
be an essential foundation for 
prudent management of (East- 
West) change," NATO Secret- 
ary-General Manfred Woerner 
said. 


Several European allies had 
argued that the three per cent 
goal, first set for member nations 
in 1977. was unrealistic and out of 
keeping with the changing East- 
West climate. 

But in a final communique at 
the end of their two-day meeting, 
ministers said: "Continuing real 
increases in defence expenditure 
of the order of three per cent 
appear both necessary and 
affordable." 

The ministers also discussed 
U.S. President George Bush's 
proposal to remove 30,000 U.S. 
troops and 750 combat aircraft 
from Europe, as long as the 
Warsaw Pact removes 325,000 
soldiers and 3,000 such planes. 

“We are confident that we can 
make those adjustments," 
Cheney told reporters. 

He said the cuts can be made in 
the 16-nation NATO alliance's 
air forces without scrapping Brit- 
ish and French nuclear-capable 
aircraft. 

Cheney said he told the allies 
the 72 F-I6 jetfighters of rhe U.S. 
air force's 401st Tactical Air 
Wing, that are to be moved from 
Torrejon air base near Madrid to 
southern Italy, also would not be 
cut. 

The planes were to go to Italy 
after Spain ended a basing accord 
with the United States. 


On the Occasion of the Anniversary of 
The Great Arab Revolt and Army Day 




ARAB BANK LTD. 


has the honour to convey to 

ms- mM 

and the Jordanian People its 
felicitations and best wishes. 
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Khamenei says Gulf war 
peace talks will be successful 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — Iran’s 
new supreme leader Ayatollah 
All Khamenei, dismissing the 
possibility of renewed fighting 
with Iraq, has predicted a sue* 
cessful outcome to peace talks 
with Baghdad. 

The Iranian nevts agency 
IRNA said Friday that Khamenei 
made his remarks in response to a 
mesage of allegiance mom army 
commanders, including Defence 
Minister General Mohammad 
Hussein JalaH. 

“The army... is confident of 
protecting Islam and the Islamic 
homeland against internal and 
external enemies under your 
command,” IRNA quoted the. 
minister as saying. 

“This does not mean that there 
is going to be war or that the 
ceasefire (with Iraq) is shaky. 
The negotiations are continuing 
and will achieve desirable re* 
suits,” said Khamenei. 

Little progress has been made 
in several rounds of talks between 
the belligerents since a U.N.- 
brokered ceasefire halted fighting 
in the eight-year long war last 
August. 

Khamenei, chosen as leader of 
the Islamic republic following the 
death of Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini Saturday, also holds 
the largely ceremonial post of 
president. 

Armed forces acting Comman- 
der-In-Chief Ali Akbar Hasbemi 
Rafsanjani has also spoken of a 
lasting peace with Iraq. 


Iran wants priority given to 
Iraq withdrawing its forces from 
2,600 square kilometres of Ira- 
nian territory it says still under 
occupation. 

Iraq says the clearing of the 
war-debris strewn Shatt A1 Arab 
waterway, which links its main 
port of Basra to the Gulf, should 
be tackled before other issues. 

No date has yet been set for the 
resumption of the peace talks. 

Iraqi call 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein said Wednesday Iraq was 
trying to turn the ceasefire with 
Iran into a lasting peace and 
establish stable relations, remov- 
ing prospects of resumed conflict. 

Hussein’s remarks were his 
first public comment on Gulf ten- 
sions since the weekend death of 
Khomeini. 

He said:. “Let us cooperate to 
make Iran move towards peace, 
to live freely inside its territory 
and let the region decide its 
choice (of living) freely.” 

He said Iraq's reconstruction of 
its southern towns of Basra and 
fao, within range of Iran’s gun- 
fire, was intended to encourage 
Iran to move towards peace. 

“We want to tell Iran that time 
and life are for construction and 
not for destruction, " he told a 
delegation from an American- 
Iraqi group visiting the country. 

Baghdad Television quoted 
Hussein as saying: “We adhere to 


the ceasefire and firmly en- 
deavour to convince Iran to turn 
it into a lasting peace and to 
establish stable relations, far 
away from a possible resumption 
of war.” 

Iraq-U.S. ties 

Talking about Iraq-U.S. rela- 
tions, badly affected by the U.S. 
supply of weapons to Iran in 1986 
in the so-called Irangate affair, 
Hussein told the group: “Iraq is 
not the type of a country which 
deals with the complexes of the 
past.” 

The group, led by Robert 
Abboud, an American of Arab 
origin, arrived in Baghdad 
Wednesday on a three-day visit to 
explore possibilities for invest- 
ment in Iraq’s post-war recon- 
struction. 

The delegation proposed to 
Hussein a project called “Meso- 
potamia, the cradle of civilisa- 
tion,” to improve the “mechan- 
ism of understanding and con- 
tacts between Iraq and the U.S.” 

Hussein agreed to the project 
which calls for organising a U.S. 
tour for Iraqi archaeological trea- 
sures to acquaint Americans with 
the country's ancient culture. 

The agency said the talks also- 
covered bilateral economic and 
trade talks and participation by 
U.S. companies in Iran's post- 
war reconstruction. 

No details were available. 


Vorontsov calls for 
Saudi-Soviet relations 


KUWAIT (AP) — A senior 
Soviet official was quoted here 
Friday as urging Saudi Arabia to 
establish diplomatic relations 
with the Soviet Union and to 
arrange a new reconciliation 
meeting for an end to the Afghan 
rebel fighting against Kabul. 

“I spoke to the Saudi monarch. 
King Fahd, about the exchange of 
ambassadors between our two 
countries when I was in Saudi 
Arabia. We are still waiting a 
Saudi response,” said Yuli 
Vorontsov, first deputy foreign 
minister in an interview published 
in the Kuwaiti newspaper A1 
Anbaa. 

Vorontsov, an ambassador ex- 
traordinary on Afghanistan, led 
the Soviet team for the first face- 
to-face negotiations with the 
Afghan rebels during talks hosted 
by Saudi Arabia last December. 

The kingdom, a staunch sup- 
porter of the rebels in their war 
against the Soviet-backed govern- 
ment in Kabul, arranged die talks 
despite the absence of diplomatic 


ties with Moscow. 

Saudi leaders bad indicated 
that the Soviet pullout of an 
estimated 100,000 troops from 
Afghanistan would encourage the 
exchange of ambassadors. The 
kingdom was the first country to ' 
recognise the interim government 
formed by the rebels after the 
Feb. 15 withdrawal. 

Vorontsov said that the Krem- 
lin was urging the Riyadh govern- 
ment to arrange another meeting 
on the Afghan question, but 
added “Sandi Arabia is reluctant 
to do so. But we are hopeful that 
eventually Saudi Arabia will 
agree.” 

Vorontsov said that the king- 
dom's support to the Mujahedeen 
would not adversely affect Saudi- 
Soviet relations. 

“The Saudi attitude towards 
the situation on Afghanistan will 
not affect our relations with it.- 
because Saudi Arabia is not con- 
ducting a direct act against the 
Soviet Union," he said. 

Vorontsov said that the fight- 



Yuli Vorontsov - 

ing in Afghanistan was taking “a 
different turn.” 

. He reiterated Kabul charges 
that generals in neighbouring 
Pakistan, as well as American 
experts and Arab volunteers were 
helping the rebel forces. 

“After being an internal con- 
flict, the war is now becoming a 
confrontation between Af g ha n is- 
tan and Pakistan, with the rebels 
receiving huge assistance from 
Pakistan, the United States as' 
well as experts and volunteers 
from many countries.” 


Najibuilah says Bush and 
Bhutto must be realistic 


KABUL (R) — Afghan Presi- 
dent Najibuilah has firmly re- 
jected U.S. and Pakistani calls for 
his government to step down as a 
precondition for peace in Afgha- 
nistan, saying his government is a 
reality all must race. 

“This seriously is not a political 
solution,” Najibuilah said about a 
possible resignation in a state- 
ment to the official Afghan news 
agency Bakhtax Thursday night. 

He said a political solution to 
the 10-year war could not be 
achieved without the participa- 
tion of his ruling People's Demo- 
cratic Party of Afghanistan 
(PDPA). 

Najibuilah said his Soviet- 
backed government was the 
legitimate government of Afgha- 
nistan, which was recognised by 
the United Nations. . 

“We hope the United States 
and Pakistan will accept reality,” 
said Najibuilah, who has ruled 


the war-ravaged country since 
taking over the presidency in 
1987. 

He welcomed moves by Presi- 
dent George Bush and Pakistani 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto 
towards a political settlement of 
the conflict, which has killed one 
million people and turned five 
million Afghans into refugees. 

He said there was a contradic- 
tion in their decision to go on 
supplying arms to the Mujahe- 
deen guerrillas, who are fighting 
to oust him after helping to se- 
cure the withdrawal of Soviet 
forces. 

Both the United States and 
Pakistan have said they want to 
see the removal of Najibuilah, a 
former bead of the Afghan secret 
police, as a precondition for 
peace. 

Washington calls his commun- 
ist-based government illegitimate 
and wants it replaced by a “non- 


aligned, representative govern- 
ment.” 

Bhutto, daring her trip this 
week to the United Stales, has 
pushed Bush to open discussions 
with the Soviet Union ou how a 
settlement could be achieved, 
and to seek Moscow's belong for 
the removal of Najibuilah. 

In an interview with Reuters 
Wednesday, Afghan Foreign 
Minis ter Abdul Wakil rejected 
any suggestion that Najibuilah 
should step down in advance of 
new elections, saying it would 
weaken the PDPA. 

“They have to settle all .prob- 
lems with President Najibuilah, 
nobody else," Wakil said. “This 
is our leader, they should sit for 
talks With him,” be said about the 
Western-backed rebels. 

Najibuilah has offered a series 
of peace proposals following the 
withdrawal of Soviet forces last 
February. 
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Grieving Iranians pay homage to Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 

Khomeini’s home becomes a shrine 


JAMARAN, Iran (R) — A simp- 
ly-furnished, two-room concrete 
house in this Tehran suburb has 
become a shrine for millions of 
Iranians. 

“This is the palace of 
Khomeini,” a weeping guard told 
foreign journalists visiting the 
house where supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 
lived for his last nine years. 

The house is spartan for the 
leader of 50 million people. In 
one section of the main room, 
which is divided by a curtain, 
Khomeini used to sleep. 

In the toher section, a sofa 
covered with white cloth is the 
main item of furniture. Shelves 
hold the Koran and some other 
books, a mirror and a television 


and radio. 

In a second, smaller room, 
Khomeini recently met Soviet 
< Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze. 

The centrally-heated house has 
one toilet. Khomeini and his wife 
were attended by two women 
servants. ' 

’‘Nobody lives now in the 
house. It will be left as a memo- 
rial for ever,” said an official of 
the Islamic Culture and Guidance 
Ministry. 

Since Khomeini died Saturday 
night at the age of 86, tens of 
thousands of people Hhve filed 
past the house which their spir- 
itual leader rented for 60,000 rials 
(S810) a month. 

The area, where his son and 


U.S. 6 knows of no 
Iranian hostages 9 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
U.S. officials said Thursday that 
the United States knows of no 
Iranian hostages currently held in 
Lebanon. ‘ * 

The officials responded to a 
comment by Iran’s Parliament 
Speaker Hashemi Rafsanjani that 
the United States most help free 
the Iranian hostages before Irafr 
could help free Western hostages 
in Beirut 

“He has made the same state- 
ments several times before,” 
White House spokesman Marlin 
Fitzwater said. “We are unaware 
of any Iranian hostages being 
held m Lebanon. Our position 
remains the same, that Iran 
should use its influence for re- 
lease of the American hostages 
immediately.” _ . 

Asked about an appeal by U.S. 
President George Bush for help 
in freeing U.S. hostages in Leba- 
non, Rafsanjani said the United 
States must use its influence on 
the right-wing Lebanese Forces 
militia believed to have kidnap- 
ped four Iranian government em- 
ployees. 

“Then you can: expect us to do 
what we can for the release of the 
other hostages, although we have 
no responsabilityin Lebanon,” he 
said. 

There are 18 Westerners mis- 
sing and believed held hostage in 
Lebanon, including nine Amer- 
icans. Pro-Iranian extremists are 
suspected of holding most of 
them. 

. The four Iranians, last seen at a 
Lebanese forces checkpoint north 
of Beirut in 1982, are believed to 
be dead. 

Secretary of State James Baker 
told a luncheon at the National 
Press Club the United States pro- 
vided Iran with information on 
Iranians held by rightist forces in 
Lebanon in 1982. 

He reiterated the long-standing 
U.S. position that Iran should 


help bring about the imm ediate 
and safe release of the American 
hostages in Lebanon. 

Rafsanjani also said Iran could 
not help on the hostage issue 
while Iranian assets are frozen in 
the United States. 

- “The United States has acted 
like a pirate. .... if the Iranian, 
-assets are* released as a sign:, ofr 
goodwill, we iu return will do 
whateyer we can," he said. 

Hie United States broke rela- 
tions with Iran, froze billions of 
dollars in Iranian assets in U.S. 
banks and impounded military 
equipment ordered by deposed 
Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi 
after- radicals seized the U.S. 
embassy and held 52 Americans 
hostage in 1979. 

Bush said Thursday he had 
seen no change in Iran's policies 
since the death of Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini, and repe- 
ated his offer to improve relations 
if Iran helped free U.S. hostages 
held in Lebanon. 

The United States, he said, 
wanted “a change in relations ... 
we like the Iranian people.” 

“I stated the other day what it 
would take to have unproved 
relationships, and that would a 
rcunudation of terror,” he said, 
repeating a statement he made 
last Monday, two days after the 
death of Iran’s spiritual leader 
was announced. “We can't have 
normalised relations with a state 
that is branded a terrorist state.” 

“And secondly they must facili- 
tate the release of American hos- 
tages. That is what it would take’’- 
to improve relations, he said. 

Iran-Soviet ties 

Rafsanjani also said Thursday 
that Khomeini advised days be- 
fore he died last Saturday that 
Iran should improve ties with the 
Soviet Union. 

The acting commander in chief 
of the Iranian armed forces also 



Israel said to have 
rejected Syrian offer 


TEL AVIV (R). — Israel has 
turned down a Syrian offer to 
exchange the body of an Israeli 
soldier missing in Lebanon for 21 
Palestinian fighters held in Israeli 
jails, Israeli and Palestinian 
sources said. 

. Defence ministry officials 
would not comment saying Israel 
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bleprisoner swaps. 

The sources said Syria offered 
to return the body of Sergeant 
S amir Assad, one of six missing 
Israeli soldiers, in exchange for 
21 Fateh, guerrillas captured when 
Israeli gunboats blasted their 
boat off the Lebanese coast last 
year. 

Israel had reported only seven 
guerrillas survived the clash at sea 
but the .sources said 21 were 
captured alive and held in special 
prison blocks run by the Shm Bet 
service. 

The exchange proposal also de- 
manded the release of jailed 
Palestinian leader Omar A1 Qas- 
sem, a senior member of the 
Democratic Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine >(DFLP), who 
died of illness under armed guard 
in an Israeli hospital last Sunday, 
the sources said. 

There was no mention of the 
other five missing Israelis. 

Sergeant Assad went missing in 
1983, a year after Israel launched 


daughter live in separate houses, 
is full of checkpoints manned by 
Revolutionary Guards. The main 
entrance is monitored by video 
camera. 

Khomeini’s house is connected 
to a small mosque where he used 
to address corwds of worshippers. 
His- chair in the mosque is co- 
vered with white doth and bears 
'a large colour picture, draped 
with a black ribbon. 

Women in chadors wept at the 
sight of his empty chair. Children 
as young as five joined adults in 
beating their heads and chests in 
grief. 

Thousands of breast-beating 
men and chador-dad women con- 
tinue mourning at Khomeini’s 
grave into .the night. - 


-• ■' *- i. » •_ 


Rafsanjani , 

said ties with alP the Gulf neigh- 
bours except Saudi Arabia were 
improving. 

Rasfanjani said an improve- 
ment in ties with Britain — se- 
vered over the diplomatic row 
created by Khomeini's death 
threat against author Salman 
Rushdie for blashpheining Islam 
— had to be solved by Britain. 

On the Soviet Union, Rafsan- 
jani said be had gone to visit 
Khomeini soon after the speak- 
er's trip to the Soviet Union was 
confirmed. 

“He said 'try to promote your 
relations with your big northern 
neighbour’ and we will follow this 
policy drawn by die imam.” 

The speaker noted that ties 
with the Soviet Union in econo- 
mic, political and cu’ ' fields 
were already strong 
sides were committed to impro- 
ving them. 

Rafsanjani said the date for his 
visit to the Soviet Union was not 
confirmed, although it would 
take place later this month. 

Addressing relations with the 
Arab States in the Gulf, Rafsan- 
jani said “there is no problem on 
our side” for improving ties. 

“Our goal is promotion of ties 
and peaceful coexistence," he 
said. 

“We have received positive sig- 
nals from the Gulf states, except 
Saudi Arabia,” the speaker 
added. 


its invasion of Lebanon. The 
DFLP said it captuijed him but 
dial he was killed in an Israeli air 
raid in 1984. 

Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad last year offered to try to 
locate another missing Israeli sol- 
dier, Sergeant Yehuda Katz. 

Katz went missing in 1982 and 
his family believes he is being 
held in Lebanon by the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine — General Command, led by 
Ahmad Jibril. 

In 1985 Israel exchanged 1,150 
Palestinian prisoners for three 
Israeli soldiers held by fibril's 
organisation. The swap was wide- 
ly condemned in Israel. There has 
been no such exchange since 
then. 

The Jerusalem weekly Kol 
Hair said Thursday that Israel 
rejected the Syrian offer in the 
apparent belief that Qassem was 
of such value to the Palestinians 
that a better deal could be negoti- 
ated. 

Kol Hair said the Fateh guerril- 
las captured at sea had been on 
their way to Tel Aviv in a bid to. 
attack the Israeli defence ' 
minis try. 

The incident spurred the inner 
cabinet to order the assassination 
of PLO military commander Kha- 
lil A1 Wazir by Israeli agents in 
Tunis last April, the weekly said. 


Quayle urges Israel 
to stop settlements 


TEL AVIV (R) — U.S. Vice- 
President Dan Quayle has urged 
Israel to stop budding Jewish 
settlements in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

“These announcements of new 
settlements are politically prob- 
lematic even- if they don’t go 
through with it,” Quayle said in 
an interview with the Jerusalem 
Post published Thursday. 

He reaffirmed Washington’s 
strong support for Israel but said 
new settlements helped Israel’s 
critics in the United States press- 
ure the Zionist state to make 
“concessions” to the Palestinians. 

“It just gives them (the critics) 
fodder for the cannon fire, and 
believe me, they want to unload 


on Israel,” Quayle said. 

In a blunt speech last month 
that surprised American Jews and 
Israelis, Secretary of State James 
Baker urged Israel to stop settle- 
ment in the West Bank and Gaza 

The Israeli government last 
December approved between five 
and eight new settlements in 
occupied areas^ but cabinet 
wrangling over budget allocations 
and a timetable for starting the 
settlements may delay them. 

Nearly 70,000 Jews live among 
1.7 milli on Palestinians In the 
occupied areas. Rightist Israelis 
argue the settlements help 
guarantee control over areas con- 
sidered vital to “national 
security.” 


No early breakthrough 
seen in Sudan talks 


KHARTOUM (R) — An early 
end to Sudan’s six-year guerrilla 
war looks unlikely, despite peace 
talks between the Sudanese gov- 
ernment and southern rebels 
wfajch are due to open Saturday, 
according to officials and diplo- 
mats. 

They say the government’s fai- 
lure so far to implement key 
clauses of a peace accord signed 
last November — including a 
freeze on harsh Islamic laws — 
have reduced prospects of a 
breakthrough. 

The peace talks, the first be- 
tween the two sides since April, 
are due to start five days before 
the end of a 45-day unilateral 
ceasefire declared by the Sudan 
People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA). 

The. accord was signed by 
SPLA leader John Garang and 
Mohammad Osman A1 Mirghani, 
head of the Democratic Unionist 
Party (DUP), now the second- 
largest partner in Prime Minister 
Sadeq AJ Mahdi’s ruling coali- 
tion. 

The officials and diplomats said 
a report prepared by a team of 
legal experts submitted to the 
cabinet last week said the govern- 
ment had yet to freeze Islamic 
Sharia punishments and abrogate 
military pacts signed with neigh- 
bouring Egypt and Libya. 

Both conditions are contained 
in tiie SPLA- DUP accord as man- 
datory for a truce. 


The November pact also calls 
for a ceasefire, the lifting of a 
state of emergency in force since 
1985 and the convening of a 
national constitutional confer- 
ence to produce a new power- 
sharing formula. 

Garang said Wednesday he 
would agrde to extending inde- 
finitely a ceasefire if progress is 
made in peace talks with the 
government. 

Garang also said fie was 
appealing to international huma- 
nitarian agencies for aid in feed- 
ing more than 1,000 prisoners of 
war captured by his SPLA. 

“It is a problem feeding them 
in the bush,” Garang said at a news 
conference in Washington. “We 
believe human rights must be 
respected botb in war and 
peace." 

Garang said he agreed to ex- 
tend a ceasefire with the govern- 
ment by 15 days when it expired 
May 31, and would consider ex- 
tending it another 15 days de- 
pending on progress made in 
Saturday’s peace talks. 

If significant progress can be 
made, Garang said he would con- 
sider an indefinite extension. 

“That's a very positive over- 
ture. It means Col. Garang is 
committed to an instituted peace, 
a permanent ceasefire," demo- 
cratic congressman Mickey Le- 
land, Garang's host in Washing- 
ton, said later. 
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Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
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Upperflowcr price in Bis per kg. 
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Cabbage 60/ 40 
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Dates J00 / 400 
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Ota* 880/780 
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Tomatoes 120 / oq 
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Prince Mohammad visits PSD 

AMMAN (Frtra) — IDs Royal Highness Prince Mohammad, the 
personal representative cf His Magesty King Hussein, is briefed 
Thnrsd^ on the activities and programmes of the Public Security 
Department (PSD). Prince Mohammad met with PSD Director 
General Abdul Uadi A1 Majali during his visit to the PSD 
headqua rt ers--, , ■ . 
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Graduation 

AMMAN (Petrs) — The International Baccalaureate School in 
Amman graduated its fifth batch of students who completed their 
secondary education. Their Royal Highnesses Crown Prince 
Hassan and Princess Sarvath attended the graduation ceremony 
which was bekl-at the Baccalaureate School and in the presence of 
the students* parents and relatives, several Cabinet ministers and 
members of the school's board of trustees. 

Princess Sarvath addressed the ceremony, outgoing the school’s 
development and its curricula, paying tribute to the school staff 
and admiafstralion Tor their strenuous efforts which made the 
school a real success- 

Other speeches were delivered fay the school headmaster and 
several graduates. 

^ Princess _ Sarvath- later distributed the diplomas to the 23 
graduates and avtards to those excelling in 4heh > -courses. - 

She also distributed gifts and awards to the members of the staff 
(Petra photos). 



Arab firms to be given 
priority in road projects 


AMMAN (Petra) — A special- ' 
ised se minar dealing with trans- 
port on roads in the. Arab World 
has dismissed giving Arab con- 
tracting companies the priority :o 
cany' but' road projects, .Arab 
Land Transport Federation 
(ALTF) Secretary General 
Adnari Mufti said. 

- Discussing the recommenda- 
tions of the seminar, which the 
ALTF held in Tartous last week. 
Mufti said the seminar adopted a 
number of recommendations re- 
lated to safety on roads, provid- 


ing services on international high- 
ways, and standardisation of road 
signs. 

He added that the seminar also 
called for training personnel in 
the field of transport, including 
university courses related to this 
field, and improving public trans- 
port services. 

The participants lauded the 
efforts the Arab transport minis- 
ters exerted through their recent 
endorsement of the strategy of 
transport in the Arab World. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

Tbe following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daily / irabic -press . Readers are advised to verify tbe listed 

time and place with tbe concerned institutions. 

* An archaeological exhibition entitled “The Treasures of Hasna 
Desert’* at the Department of Antiquities Registration Centre. 

* An art exhibition by three North African artists at Abdul 
Hamid Shoman Foundation. 

☆ Ah art exhibition by Ahmad Aba Ottoman at the Housing Bank 
Gallery. 

& An art exhibition by Jordanian and Arab artists at AI Wadti 
Art Gallery. 

* An art exhibition entitled “Tents and Stones” by Sarnia AI 
Zara at Alia Art Gaflery. 

■it An art exhibition entitled “Study in Line and Colour” by Dodi 
Tabaa at tbe Petra Bank Art Gallery. 

☆ An exhibition of paintings by mentally handicapped children at 
Nazek AI Hariri Special Education Centre. 

* The annual flower exhibition of YWCA at the Jordan Intercon- 
tinental Hotel. 

* An exhibition of cartoons fay Omar Sha’ban at tbe DniveersiCy 
• of. Jordan. 

* A lecture by Dr. Siegfried Sttefonnraa on “Bertolt Brecht as a 
key figure in the 20th century theatre” at the Goethe Institute 

. — 7:00 p.m. 


Sharif Zaid in Ma'an 

Government to slash unemployment 


MA’AN (Petra) — Prime Minis- 
ter Sbarif Zaid Ibn Shaker Thurs- 
day paid a visit to Ma'an which 
recently witnessed riots over 
price rises," and met with the 
governor and representatives of 
various sectors to discuss de- 
velopment plans and services to 
the people of the governorate. 

Toe prime minister told a pub- 
lic rally in the city that the gov- 
ernment was determined to over- 
come difficulties that impede the 
development of public services. 

He said the government will 
deal with the problem of unem- 
pioymeat “by creating new jobs in 
coordination with the concerned 
parties; and was keen on main- 
taining open channels of dialogue 
and communication with the local 
residents” in compliance with His 
Majesty King Hussein’s letter of 
designation to the government. 

Sharif Zaid, who was accompa- 
nied on the visit to Ma’an by Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior Salem Masaadeh urged 
civil servants and government 
officials to provide all possible 
facilities for the public in tbeir 
respective departments. 

The prime minister promised 
government support to local 
organisations to establish agri- 
cultural cooperative societies 
which, he said, are designed to 
reclaim land and develop farm- 
lands. 

Sahrif Zaid visited the munici- 
pality where he beard Mayor 
Mousa Fayyad outline the muni- 
cipality's programmes and hous- 
ing schemes and present requests 
and demands to help municipality 
pursue its endeavours. 

The prime minister was briefed 
on the health services in Ma'an 
Governorate by its Governor Eid 
AI Qatameh with whom he re- 
viewed the general conditions in 
the governorate. 

The residents called on the 
government to start restoration 
work on the late King Abdullah's 
home in the city of Ma'an which 
would serve as one of the city’s 
main landmarks. 

Coinciding with the prime 
minister’s visit. Ma’an held 
celebrations marking the coun- 
try's Independence ■ and Army 
Day and the Great Arab Revolt 
anniversary. 

A pnblic rally was held in the 
city square' where poets recited 
verses and folk troupes presented 
a performance of songs and 
national dances. 



Prime Minister Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker Thursday meets Ma’an digniatries during a visit to the 
governorate. Below, the prime minister is mobbed by the citizens of Ma’an (Petra photo) 



CAEU reduces *89 budget; seeks 
to develop Arab Common Market 


By a Jordan Tones 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In an attempt to 
reevaluate its course of action 
and reassess its internal structure 
in the face of shrinking funds and 
toughening economic conditions, 
the Council for Arab Economic 
Unity (CAEU) Wednesday de- 
cided to reduce its 1989 budget by 
$350,000 and to spend its 1990 
$1.15 million budget mainly on 
developing the Amb Common 
Market (ACM), setting up joint 
Arab projects and creating a 
wider base for economic coopera- 
tion in the Arab World. 

“This would consolidate the 
basic structure of Arab economic 
action,” CAEU Secretary Gener- 
al Hassan Ibrahim told a press 
conference Thursday marking the 
end of tbe council's 51st round of 
meetings here. 

The ACM, he said, should be 
given its due role in boosting 
trade between CAEU members 
and other Arab countries through 
increased coordination, seminars 
and the execution of projects of 
commodity complimentarity. 

Joint Arab economic action, 
Ibrahim noted, had for years suf- 
fered because of the difficult eco- 
nomic conditions ' on both tbe 
regional and international levels. 

In that context, the CAEU 


semi-annual meeting has stressed 
that the way to face these condi- 
tions are through concentrating 
efforts on the works of regional 
economic groupings such as the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC), the Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) and the Arab 
Maghreb Union (AMU). 

“We look positively at the 
establishment of regional econo- 
mic groupings because their goals 
axe congruent with the goals of 
the agreement for joint economic 
action,’’ Ibrahim said. “These 
groupings present a new element 
in the context of joint Arab 
work,” he added. 

Ibrahim noted that regional 
groupings in other parts of the 
world, such as the European 
Common Market, were created 
in an attempt to deal collectively 
and comprehensively with econo- 
mic difficulties through an en- 
larged base of joint action. 

He expressed hope that the 
GCC, ACC and AMU would 
compliment achievements of the 
CAEU and said that further de- 
veloping the ACM would have 
positive ramification on the over- 
all Arab economic situation. 

A 1964 CAEU resolution called 
for the establishment of the ACM 
among the 13 member states in 
order to achieve free and unres- 
tricted trade among Arab coun- 
tries. But a statement issued last 


year on the eve of the 23rd 
anniversary of the formation of 
the ACM said that despite its 
achievements, the ACM was still 
far below the aspirations of its 
member countries. 

The secretary general de- 
scribed last week’s two-day meet- 
ing as a turning point for joint 
Arab economic action. “I expect, 
and indeed I hope it is not merely 
false optimism, that tbe positive 
and effective period ahead of us 
will rejuvenate joint Arab ac- 
tion.” be said. 

The 13 members, he added, 
had responded positively to sug- 
gestions and demands of the 
general secretariat, especially in 
terms of financial contributions. 

In other decisions arrived at 
during Wednesday’s meeting, the 
council agreed to lay off 15 em- 
ployees and cut the salaries of 
- senior employees by up to 25 per 
cent in the face of the “drastic 
financial situation” it faces. 

The CAEU is owed $4 million 
’ in arrears from most of its 13 
member states, and with its $2 
million debt has been unable to 
pay salaries for tbe staff during 
the past four months. 

Libya, which Wednesday 
assumed the one-year rotating 
post of CAEU chairman, last 
week paid $915,000 in dues to the 
cash-strapped body. Kuwait, 
which finances nearly a third of 


the budget and owes tbe council $1 
million in arrears, was expected 
to resume its payments soon, 
Ibrahim said. 

The UAE has already provided 
$100,000 of tbe half a million it 
owes the council. Egypt, which 
was formally welcomed back into 
the Arab economic fold on 
Wednesday, has pledged 
$234,000. Funding quotas for the 
CAEU budget were kept at the 
same level. 

The council also urged its 
member states to offer greater 
trade concessions to products 
from the Israeli-occupied terri- 
tories. 

“Tbe council calls on Arab 
governments to offer maximum 
facilities and exemptions to agri- 
cultural and industrial products of 
the Israeli occupied territories as 
a gesture of support to the stead- 
fastness of Palestinians under 
occupation.” one conference re- 
solution read. 

The council, which in 1964 
passed a resolution calling for the 
establishment of the ACM among 
its 13 members, also urged mem- 
ber stares to facilitate trade 
among themselves. 

■ The CAEU groups Jordan, 
Iraq, North and South Yemen, 
Egypt, Palestine. Syria, Maurita- 
nia, Somalia. Sudan, Libya, 
Kuwait and tbe United Arab 
Emirates. 


Regional conference urges exchange 
of information on water resources 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — Dele- 
gates to a regional conference on 
improving training programmes 
and charting long term strategies 
on water resources concluded a 
four-day meeting in Amman by 
issuing recommendations, calling 
for greater measures of cdopear- 
tion among countries of the Arab 
region and more training of tech- 
nicians and workers is water- 
related fields. 


The delegates who represented 
the West Asia region called for an 
exchange of information on water 
resources, cooperation among 
the region’s countries in cound- 
ucting water survey and explora- 
tion and training of personnel 
employed in water development 
projects. 

Hie delegates called on the 
Economic and Social Commis- 
sion for Western Asia (ESCWA), 


AUR HOLDS 11TH MEETING: The Attache at the Jordanjan 
embassy in Tunis, Basem Khreis, has represented the Jordanian 
Hijaz Railway Corporation and the Aqaba Railway Corporation at 
the 11th session of the board of directors and the general assembly of 
tbe Arab Union of Railway (AUR) which convened in Tunis to map 
out the AUR plans for 1989-1990. The conferees agreed to accept the 
membership of the Egyptian Railway Corporation as well as other 
railway companies from Tunisia and Algeria. It was also agreed to 
bold the next meeting in October in Baghdad (Petra). 


which organised the meeting, to 
prepare a draft agreement on the 
establishment of a regional train- 
ing centre on water affairs in 
cooperation with the Islamic De- 
velopment Bank which can fi- 
nance tbe project in conjunction 
with the World Bank. 

Addressing tbe dosing session 
Thursday, Minister of Water and 
Irrigation Mohammad Saleh AI 
Kilani echoed the delegates call 
for continued and closer coopera- 
tion between the countries of the 
West Asia region in water-related 
affairs, and said that his ministry 
was ready to back any move in 
this direction.. 

Kilani called on the Islamic 
Bank and ESCWA to provide 
financial and technical help for 
the ~ r e' > fion c r p-- dieted 
regional wutre that would orga- 


nise training and provide better 
water-related services. 

Several working papers were 
discussed by the meeting, which 
was addressed by an ESCWA 
representative, who stressed that 
the scarcity of water resources in 
West Asia region constituted one 
of the major obstacles that im- 
pede efforts to promote socio- 
economic development in the re- 
gion. 

Kilani had told the meeting 
that Jordan was striving to pro- 
vide the highest level of training 
and skill to its technicians and 
workers in water installations. 

Kilani told the meeting that the 
cost of water was continuing to 
rise in view of increasing demand 
and growing population, and Jor- 
dan’s water needs were expected 
to triple by tbe end of tbe cep- 
tury. 


AMBC makes 
over $2m in 
profits in 1988 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Arab Maritime Bridge 
Company (AMBC), which groups Egypt, Iraq and 
Jordan, made $2,116,108 in profits from its opera- 
tions in 1988 which included the transportation of 
passengers and goods along the Aqaba-Nweibeh 
land-sea route, accoridng to an announcement here 
.Thursday. 


The company’s fleet of vehicles 
and ferry boats transported 
646,603 passengers in the past 
year, registering an increae of 
38.7 per cent over the 1987 opera- 
tions, according to the announce- 
ment made during the company’s 
general assembly meeting 
attended by minis tes of transport 
ip the three countries. 

The announcement said also 
that tbe company last year trans- 
ported 31,097 cats, 8.557 trucks 
and 2,284 buses on board the 
ferries operating between the two 
terminals. 

The general assembly meeting 
endorsed a general report on 
these operations and a report by 
the company's board of directors 
on the financial situation in tbe 
first quarter of 1989. 

The report showed more activ- 
ity in transporting passengers and ' 
vehicles across the route in the 
first four months of this year, but 
released no figures. 

Minister of Transport and 
Telecommunications Hikmat AI 
Khammash said that the Aqaba- 
Nweibeh route fulfilled the 
dreams of the Arab World by 
linking its Asian and African 


flanks , “thus boosting tbe na- 
tion's economic, trade, social and 
political stand, and paving the 
way for further progress and de- 
velopment in the Arab Region.” 

Iraqi Minister of Transport and 
Telecommunications Mohammad 
Hamze h AI Zubeidi called on the 
governments of Egypt. Jordan 
and Iraq to give all possible sup- 
port for the company’s operations 
which, he said, are bound tc 
bolster the national economies 
and boost trade. 

Egyptian Minister of Transport 
Suleiman Mitwalli described 
cooperation between the three 
countries througb the company a? 
“exemplary” and “reflectig their 
strong ties' and determination tc 
pursue efforts towards tho 
achievement of further prog- 
ress.” 

The three ministers held z 
separate meeting before the 
general assembly session during 
which they exchanged views oh 
the company’s operations. Kham- 
mash and Zubeidi earlier had 
meeting with Prime Minister 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker to discuss 
transport issues. 



Arab Maritime Bridge Company's general assembly Thursday meets 
in Amman (Petra photo) 


Seminar to discuss 
conducting census 


AMMAN. (Petra) — Jordan and 
10 other Arab countries and three 
U.N. organisations Saturday 
open a training seminar in Am- 
man on organising and managing 
censuses and improving the skill 
and performance of personnel 
conducting censuses in West 
Asian countries. 

The seminar has been orga- 
nised by U.N. economic and So- 
cial Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA) and financed by 
the United Nations Fund for 
Population Activities (UNFPA). 

Dr. Tayseer Abdul Jaber, 
ESCWA's executive secretary 
general, said that Jordan, Iraq. 
North Yemen, Syria, Bahrain, 
Qatar, Kuwait, Oman, Saudi 
Arabia, and Palestine will be 
represented at the seminar, in 
addition to the U.N. Food and 
Agriculture Organisation, tbe 
United Nations educational Sci- 


entific and Cultural Organisation 
UNESCO as well as ESCWA. 

The seminar was organised in 
view of the rising cost of censuses 
conducted at the national level in 
the West Asian countries, Abdul 
Jaber said in a statement on the 
eve of the seminar. 

He said the participants will 
discuss all aspects of work in the 
field of conducting a census and 
means of conducting this task at 
the minimum cost so as not to 
increase the economic and finan- 
cial burden on the concerned 
governments. 

He said that the participants 
will hear lectures on census work, 
planning programmes for census, 
the process of counting and reg- 
istering homes and residents, and 
analysing and assessing the re- 
sults of the census as well as the 
costs involved. 


NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 


NURSES TRAINING PROGRAMME: Minister of Health and 
Social Development Zuhair Mai has has opened a nine-month 
training programme for nurses at the Health Ministry Teachers 
Training Institute in Amman in cooperation with the Italian 
government. The 12 enrolled nurses will be trained in caring for the 
sick. They will also attend lectures in health education, psychology, 
protection against communicable diseases, as well as the use of 
computers (Petra). 

CULTURAL COOPERATION: The Jordanian Writers Associa- 
tion (JWA) President Thursday discussed with the first secretary af 
the Soviet Embassy in Amman means to promote cultural and 
scientific cooperation between tbe association and similar associa- 
tions in Soviet Union. They also agreed to arrange for exchange of 
visits between Jordanian and Soviet writers and publish their works 
is both countries in Arabic and Russian. Tbe Soviet first secretary 
expressed appreciation for the achievements the JWA attained in the 
field of culture and literature. 

TOURISM IN AQABA: Tourism in Aqaba has hit a record high as 
people convergd on Jordan’s southern resort following measures to 
reduce hotel rates in the city. A number of people expressed support 
for all measures designed to encourage internal tourism, noting the 
need to improve facilities in the city (Petra). 

NEW UNIVERSITY GRADUATES: A total of 1.953 students 
from the University of Jordan's Faculties of Medicine, Pharmacy. 
Nursing, Engineering, Medicine, and Agriculture graduated Thurs- 
day. Deans of these faculties delivered speeches on this occasion 
congratulating the graduates and explaining the role these faculties 
play in serving the Jordanian society and contributing to its progress. 
A total of 690 students from the faculties of Shari’a (Islamic Law), 
education, law, and physical education graduated Wednesday 
(Petra). 

UNESCO PROJECTS: Minister of Education, Dr. Abdullah 
Nsour. and the Director of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) for Education in the 
Arab World Dr. Mohammad Kazem, have discussed cooperation as 
well as projects the UNESCO intends to implement in Jordan 
(Petra). 
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The heart of matter 

THE information revolution makes for hectic times. In 
the last two weeks China has erupted into chaos, the 
Soviets have opened their first parliament in seventy 
years, Poland has become the first Warsaw bloc 
country to allow opposition to contest elections. 
Ayatollah Khomeini has been buried amid gruesome 
scenes in Tehran, NATO and OPEC leaders have held 
important summits. Sometimes the news focus changes 
so fast it makes any attentive reader dizzy. Such an 
explosion of stimuli cannot be helped, and indeed in 
some ways is almost providential. Just as we live in the 
first age to be confronted by truly global issues — 
nuclear weapons, the ozone layer, the risk of popula- 
tion explosions — so we live in the first ‘age that has 
been given the means of world dialogue and coordina- 
tion via the information revolution. But it also has it’s 
costs, the most critical of which is a blurring oflhe 
distinction between what is newsworthy and what is 
important. 

Consider the Palestinian intifada from this angle. 
Every day in the West Bank and Gaza, there are more 
deaths, injuries, homes destroyed. But what happens 
everyday simply isn't news in the new world environ- 
ment. It becomes a dull constant instead of a dramatic 
variable. It recedes into the nether layers of conscious- 
ness. This in turn makes it easier for the Israelis to 
play it down, world opinion is less pressing, and avoid 
those difficult decisions — even within Israeli society, 
the impact becomes normalised. 

But the situation is at what pessimists call ‘a critical 
juncture'-, and optimists ( a window of opportunity'. 
The Palestinian problem is eminently solvable — now. 
Israel! military chiefs assure their doubting public that 
a Palestinian state would not present a security 
challenge, the PLO has rallied cohesive and credible 
support for Its initiatives. If no breakthrough is made 
during this period — and none can say how long it will 
last — there may not be another chance. 

The psychological problem though is that the slow 
deterioration, the evaporation of an unprecedented 
chance of peace, is invisible. The Israeli public has 
absorbed the initial shock of realising that their sons 
and brothers were engaged in brutal acts of repres- 
sion, that the army is an army of occnpation. They 
have either confronted it openly, like the peace 
activists who support the Palestinian state, paranoical- 
Iy, like the settlers who want to throw , indigenous 
Palestinians off their own land, or, like the vast 
majority in the middle, they have sublimated it. World 
opinion has been drawn elsewhere, and the U.S. 
foreign policy makers who could make such a differ- 
- ence no longer have the heat on them. There are, after 
all, always hotter issues. 

For their part, it is not the first time Israeli policy 
makers have used diversions in the international 
media. The invasion of Lebanon in 1982 only received 
as much attention as it did because the British- 
Argentine war in the Falkland^, with which it was* 
timed to coincide, finished unexpectedly early. The 
intifada too has been punctuated by threats to attack 
Syria and Saudi Arabia which were obviously aimed at 
spreading fear of a full scale war in the Middle East. 

In the next two weeks, or months, or years the 
Israelis can expect many more crises around the 
world, ready-made tragedies with instant analyses to 
feed an insatiable appetite for the new and the 
melodramatic. What is truly important to them, 
however, may become much more monotonous and 
much more banal. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


Friday marked the beginning of the 19th month of the intifada. 
The Al Ra’i daily noted that the revolt has succeeded in bringing 
the Palestinian question to the forefront of most international 
forums. The struggle of the Palestinians against Israeli occupation 
is legitimate and formidable, the paper said. The paper referred 
to the statement made by Israeli Defence Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
that the intifada was a common revolt that would be put down in 
no time. Time, the paper noted, has proven Rabin wrong. It 
added that there can be no solution to the Palestine problem until 
Israel withdraws from the occupied territories and recognises the 
legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. 

An Al Ra'i columnist Friday questioned the stand of the United 
States vis-a-vis the question of Palestine. Tareq Masarweh, asked | 
why the United States objected so strongly against the treatment 
of the Chinese student protesters, while it has continuously failed 
to do same vis-a-vis the treatment of Palestinian children at the 
hands of Israelis. Hie writer points out that the United States is 
considering imposing sanctions against the Chinese government 
for its treatment of the Chinese students, who are demanding 
reforms and more freedom. This is in sharp contrast to the 
continuous moral, economic and political support that Israel 
receives, despite its continued occupation of a land which is tfot 
theirs, and the denial of the basic rights of the Palestinians. 

Al Dustour daily commented Friday on the visit of Prime Minister 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker to the southern city of Ma'an Thursday. 
During his visit the prime minister inspected services, develop- 
ment plans and discussed the needs of local citizens. Hie paper 
noted that the visit enhances cooperation and understanding 
between the government and the people. 


By Ghadeer Taber 
and P.V. Vivekanand 

AMMAN — The Arab-Israeli conflict does not figure very high in 
the Soviet agenda of priorities in the international scene, and 
Moscow's moves in the Middle East are well-calculated to avoid 
causing any harm to the new-Found superpower detente, according 
to an American expert on Soviet affairs. 

At the same time, there is no prospect in the “foreseeable future 
of the superpowers entering a deal" over the Arab-Israeli conflict 
and “imposing a solution" in the Middle East, argues Dr. Alvin 
Rubinstein, professor of political science at University of Pennsyl- 
vania who describes himself as a "Soviet camp follower' 1 and a 
monitor of "Soviet instruments, priorities, successes and failures.” 

Rubinstein, author of several authoritative books on Soviet 
policy in the international scene, concedes that he is no expert 
when it comes to the intricacies of the Arab-Israeli conflict, and his 
assessment is drawn from decades' of monitoring Soviet policy- 
moves and strategic interests. **I have followed the Soviets 
everywhere; whether in the Far East, Asia, Africa or Latin 
America.” he says. 

He underlines that the Soviet Union does not face any “security 
threats" in the Middle East since it does not have borders with any 
of the parties directly involved in the Arab-Israeli conflict. That is 
one of the pillars of his argument rhat the issue is not of any major 
importance to Moscow. 

At the same time, there is no common strategic interest or 
congruity of views between Washington and Moscow in the Middle 
East as a catalyst for a superpower deal in the region, he says. “I do 
not see any prospect for any deal or imposition of a solution in the 
Middle East in the foreseeable future, say in the next 10 to 13 
years." 

Rubinstein was in Amman last week and delivered two lectures 
— one at the American Centre and the other at the World Affairs 
Council — both on Soviet moves and policy in the Middle East. 
The main points he made at the lectures and a separate interview 
with the Jordan Hmes were: 

Regional conflicts 

— The Soviet Union under Mikhail Gorbachev has accepted that 
military might cannot produce long-term political solutions in any 
' part of the world. But, Rubinstein argues, Gorbachev did not bring 
in this acceptance as a policy guideline with him when he assumed 
Soviet leadership and points out that the Kremlin chief signalled his 
desire to disengage from Afghanistan and Southern Africa 
(through the Cuban presence in Angola) only after concerted 
military drives in the two regions failed to achieve their goals. 

He cites as examples the sudden flare-up of military actions in 
Afghanistan in late 1986 and 1987 and in the South African- 
An go I an -Namibian equation in mid- 1987 as well as Soviet involve- 
ment in the Mozambican civil war. 

— The priorities for the Soviets on the external scene begin with 
maintaining and further wanning up the detente with ihe'United 
Slates and include, in that order, better relations with China and 
the European states. By extension, Moscow is anxious not to 
undertake any action in the Middle East or any other region which 
could have an adverse impact on its ties with Washington, 
according to Rubinstein. 

Iran — the special links 

But, Iran is an exception simply because of its geographical 
location, bordering the Soviet Union. Rubinstein emphasised that 
the nosedive that Soviet-lranian relations took in the immediate 
post-Iranian-revolution years was triggered by Tehran rather than 
Moscow, which very studiously avoided antagonising the theocra- 


tic regime in Iran despite the strain in ties. Hie professor recalls 
that in the one year that lapsed between the July 20. 1 987. adoption 
of 9 ceasefire resolution in the Iran-Iraq war by the Security 
Council and Iran's acceptance u£ the call in July 1988. the Soviet 
Union vehemently objected to any form of sanctions against 
Tehran as a punitive measure. Rubinstein interprets the Soviet 
position as a reflection of Moscow's anxiety not to undermine its 
search for rapprochement with Tehran. 

— The Soviet Union’s present relations wjEh Iran and Iraq could 
only be 'described as "correct” and not as "good" or '’excellent” 
Iran being a neighbour and Iraq being a partner in a treaty or 
friendship and cooperation m addition to being an Arab state, 
which could not be seen as ditched by the Soviets at its time of need 
in light of Moscow's links with the rest of the .Arab World. 
Rubinstein refuses to credit Gorbachev- for having achieved such a 
level of bilateral links with the two countries during and after the 

bloody eight-year war in the Gulf. He says both the superpowers, 
the Soviet Union in particular, were always "reacting to moves 
made by actors in the region rather than initiating any action.'-’ 

In the same vein, he pays tribute to the Emir of Kuwait, Sheikh 
Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah, “whose master diplomatic stroke” 
heralded the series of events that led to the ceasefire in the Gulf 
war. Rubinstein sees Kuwait's derision to secure Soviet and 
American protection for hs oil and gas vessels against Iranian 
attacks as the singular move which, in due course of time, opened 
the Iranian eyes to the eventuality of direct superpower involve- 
ment in the conflia and convinced Tehran of the need to accept the 
ceasefire. 

Impact of Afghan situation 

— Contrary to the belief of mam in the region, there is no 
possibility of resumption of normal relations between Saudi .Arabia 
and the Soyiet Union as long as the present Soviet-backed 
government of President Najibullah is in power in Afghanistan. 
Despite the Soviet military withdrawal from Afghanistan earlier 
this year, any Saudi move to normalise relations with Moscow will 
be seen as "a betrayal' of the Mujahedeen (.Afghan rebel) cause,” 
he asserts and also rejects the Soviet contention that reopening of 
the Soviet embassy in Riyadh and the Saudi diplomatic mission in 
Moscow is only a matter of formalities. His firm argument is that if 
the (Soviet Union wants normalisation of ties with Saudi Arabia it 
will have to go along with an Afghan solution which does not have 
any high-profile involvement by Afghan Communists in the Kabul 
government. 

According to Rubinstein, the Soviet Union is seeking a com- 
promise formula to totally disengage itself from the Afghan scene 
while retaining some political links with whichever government 
comes to power in Kabul. Inclusion of Najibullab's People's 
Democratic Party of Afghanistan (PDPA), an idea ruled out by the 
rebels, could be a way out for Soviet leadership, which is anxious to 
show to its people that politically it did not lose ail in Afghanistan 
despite the obvious military defeat. 

Another important aspect of the Afghan situation is the 
inevitability of Kabul, regardless of whoever is in power, having to 
turn to the Soviet Union for help sooner or later because of 
Afghanistan's traditional dependence on the Soviets for trade and 
other economic benefits. According to Rubinstein, no country, 
whether in the East or the West, will be any more interested in 
Afghanistan if and when Najibullah falls and the Mujahedeen 
assume power. The professor agrees that there is little chance of 
such a Mujahedeen government moving in any hurry to mend 
fences with the Soviet Union, but asserts that it will only be a 
matter of some years before Soviet-Afghan ties will return’ to the 
days of 1973 — ■’ strong trade and other relations and a limited, 
though not insignificant, Soviet political say in Kabul’s policies. 
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Soviet-Israeti files 


— The Soviet- Union finds itself wheaii *Saae«£io - 

relations with Israel.. “It. was a mrstak c ■ for Moscow fc»%av£ cat 
relations with Israel in .1967,-*’- says Rubinstein; “sanre.^ i afaebce 


out, it does not mean that the bowls, are nowanxfous- to; 
unilaterally restore ties with the Israelis. “Jt.wfil be .seem as giving ia , 
to the Israelis and a blow to the Arabs without. &c rving : any real 
purpose,” according to Rubinstein. Tf anythiiig.rbe adds^iny: such. 
Soviet move will be seen with -suspicion-: aod cast-serious doubts. 1 
over Moscow's intentions. Hence the Soviet condition that farad', 
agrees to an international peace conference before Moscow 
resumes relations. However, Rubinstein expects Soviet- Israeli 
links to improve and grow stronger, bat no prospects of resumed 
formal links in the next two or three years; the exception will be if - 
Israel agrees to attend an mtemationalcobference and thus offer 
the “excuse" the Soviets are tookingfor to jostily resumption of 
formal ties 'with .Israel- 1 ' .- 

— There is no ’*milit^ threar’’ OTming hem Israel tothe Soviet 

Union. Rubinstein plays down the sign i fic anc e qf, Israel's nuclear • 
arsenal and possibilities that missiles with nuclear warheads which 
could hit the Soviet Union are. sited in the Zionist state. He. also 
rejects the notion that Israel's invoK^meirt in.tiie- Ainerican 
space-based missile defence programme — Strategic Defence 
Initiative (SDI) or "Star Wars" as it Is popularly known is an 
irritant in Soviet-Israeli relations. Israel's role in SDI should be 
seen strictly m the context of a commercial' and technological 
arrangement between two countries and it has no mifitaiy bearing; ' 
says the professor. • r ” - ’ ‘ ' 

The Syrian factor . ' 

— The Soviet Union's most valuable relationshipio the -Arab 
World is with Syria and Moscow is at pains to nurture and maintain 
it while dying to convince Damascus out of its goal of strategic 
parity with Israel. ‘The Soviet Union, I understand, has informed 
Syria of its intentions to scale down the supply of advanced 
weapons to Damascus,” he said. Moscow is advising the Syrians to 
be more receptive to moves towards a political solution to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, according to the professor.' 

— Hie Arab World cannot expect- any dedicated effort from 
either of the superpowers to settle tbe^Lebanese problem. The 
U.S., “which burned itself very badly in Lebanon" from repercus- 
sions of the policy adopted by the Reagaa administration, will shy 
from any prominent profile in LebanoowhOe-tbeSovie^Umonis 
happy with ieavingit to Syria to pursue whatever course it finds fit . 
to follow in Lebanon. Rubinstein doubts whether any other 
international power will intervene to any meaningful extent in 
Lebanon, and says “a solution has to come from within the Arab 
World" that “it will be a mistake to expect any serious effort from 
Moscow or Washington.” . 


Moscow fears for China link, 
avoids condemning massacre 


By Robert Evans 

Reuter 

MOSCOW — The Soviet Un- 
ion's decision to stand aloof from 
worldwide condemnation of last 
Sunday's massacre of civilians by 
troops in Peking clearly reflects 
Kremlin fear of jeopardising its 
new ties with China. 

That was the conclusion of 
informed Soviet journalists and 
analysts from East and West as 
Moscow's fledgling parliament 
issued a bland declaration saying 
the weekend events were a 
Chinese internal affair. 

“Our leadership wants to avoid 
at all costs upsetting a rela- 
tionship it has worked long and 
hard to re-establish," said one 
Soviet-China specialist. “And our 
number one has a personal stake 
in this after his visit to Peking." 

The declaration was issued ex- 
actly two weeks after Soviet Pres- 
ident Mikhail Gorbachev and 
China's senior leader Deng 
Xiaoping shook bands in the 
Great Hall of the People to seal 
reconciliation between the long- ’ 
squabbling Communist giants. 

For Gorbachev, the visit was a 
triumph of his "new thinking" 
foreign policy through which he 
has broken out of a mould of 
fixed hostilities and often unnatu- 
ral alliances cast by dogmatic 
predecessors. , 

But for the outside world, and 
for China itself, it was oversha- 
dowed by the surge of students 
and workers, many invoking the 
Soviet leader’s own reforms, de- 
manding that their own ageing 
rulers grant a measure of political 
freedom. 

Gorbachev sought to avoid in- 
volvement, and Soviet reporters » 
in Peking were told to focus on 
the visit and his set-piece encoun- 
ters with Deng and other Chinese 
leaders and generally ignore the 
mounting “democracy protest," 
on the streets. 

Since Sunday's bloody events 
in Peking, the otherwise in- 
creasingly outspoken media have 
again pulled in their horns — 
“largely because of the internal 
censor still inside all of us," said 
one journalist in a Moscow news- 
paper. 

The dramatic photographs 
from Peking that were splashed 
across the front pages of news- 
papers across the world were 
largely missing from the Moscow 
press and Soviet television gave 
only a hint of -the drama. 

The declaration issued by the 
congress of people’s deputies was 
clearly drafted under Gor- 
bachev’s guidance, and suggested 


that other countries — and impli- 
citly some Communist parties — 
condemning the bloodshed were 
misguided. 

"Any attempts to bring press- 
ure from the outside would be 
inappropriate. Such attempts 
only blow up passions and do not 
promote stabilisation of the situa- 
tion in any' way." said the dec- 
laration, passed by an over- 
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whelming majority of deputies. 

But it had its critics. One depu- 
ty, Moscow political journalist 
Yury Karyakin, told reporters 
that condemnation of killin g any- 
where in the world “is not in- 
terference in other people's 
affairs. These are our affairs 
also." 

“We should use our moral weight. 
We would not necessarily endan- 


ger our diplomatic relations. How 
can we talk about Latin American 
regimes if we are silent when such 
things are happening?” Karyakin 
said. 

He was apparently referring to 
Tuesday’s edition of the Com- 
munist party newspaper Pravda 
whose foreign news page was 
dominated by a photograph of a 
Santiago protest against Chile’s 
military rulers. 

Alongside a caption declared 
that Chilean democratic forces 
were subject to "repression by 
the military dictatorship” while at 
the bottom of the page another 
report gave the official Chinese 
version of the killings in Peking. 

Most analysts discounted sug- 
gestions that Moscow might be 
seeking to replace the West and 
especially the United States as 
China's preferred partner by re- 
fusing to join ithe chorus of con- 
demnation. 

"We know perfectly well that 
economically China's interests for 
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a long time ahead- must lie with 
the West and the developed 




countries of Asia,” said one for us relations with the West are 
Soviet Sinologist. “And -frankly, still top of. the agenda.” 
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please call: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmeisani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman, Jordan 
Tel. 604676. 604696 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Gris School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:(XI-3:MI 
p.m. 

b: 31 1-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


- MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Take away avaHabke 

Open daHv 12:00 - 15-30 
18:00-1130 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
, Bridge 
1 Amman, Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 y 


P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 

=1 Tel. 604671 B 


/ CHESTS ' 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket : " 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
* Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. . 

v 6:30 -Midnight y 




STUDIO HAIG 

, Pipfesional Quality in . 

. .4 Hour , Service, .. . 

-Develop your bolour film at. 
„our jmp y 

JUMBO photo 

; sfoe • 30% larger . ' 

-Free enlarge- 
ment 20 - x JO ■ on ; ■ • 

i- jvhrrtf dsa m -• -Opp. Qxindi ays . 
. Bank. Phone: ^34042 ' -: 
Swefieh tefc 823891- > :. ;j 


P .. CHINESE- 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO-- 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B42..'-’.Vv-.<. 
Charcoal Ranting Pot r 

UkMway Mnika - ’’ 

Open daily Noon - 330 p. m . 

. & 6:30 p. jtn. - mdtaght i 

Location : Near3rd Qrcfo • 
opposite Akffah Hospital • ' 

Tel: 641093 • 
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Learning the hard way... Palestinian girls at a Jabalia school 

Both in South Africa and occupied Palestine ch i I d r e n .whether non- white South 
Africans or Palestinians, suffer in diverse ways from political turmoil 

Schoolgirls with broken dreams 

Lessons on reality 


Sarah Baxter recently returned from the 
Israeli-occupied Gaza Strip She reports 
on the impoverished prospects of young 
Palestinian girls whose education and 
thus emancipation are suffering 


PALESTINIAN weddings in the 
Israeli-occupied Gaza Strip are 
traditionally .joyful, noisy and lav- 
ish affairs, arranged long in adv- 
ance and attended by scattered 
re la rives from the surrounding 
Arab world. Today, however, as 
the intifada (uprising) enters its 
19th month, young teenage girls 
are leaving school to become 
wives and mothers and men are 
eager to acquire a “cheap” bride. 

The deepening poverty, aggra- 
vated by curfews and strikes, has 
led the customary bride-price 
paid -by- grooms to plummet, 
while parents, discouraged by the 
Israehs’ open-and-shut schools 
policy, are despairing of reasons 
to; educate their daughters. 

■ -Pre^mtifada. a common bride- 
price was as much as £5.000. No 
expense was spared, even in the 
Strip’s sorely overcrowded and 
impoverished refugee camps. Pa- 
rents would often begin saving for 
their son's wedding from birth, 
while the groom would contribute 
a large proportion of his earnings. 
- Although love matches are per- 
mitted, most Palestinian girls are 
happy to follow their parents’ 
hearts. Weddings are frequently 
the high point of their lives, when 
for once they are the centre of 
attention. 

The. bride, painted with chalky 
white foundation, bright red lip- 
stick.' and peacock : blue eyesha- 
dow, would twirl around on her 
wedding day in up to six different 
dresses,, proudly displaying the 
groom’s gjfts of gold jewellery. 
At night, she would retire to a 
gaudy. and luxurious bedroom, 
often fitted with shimmering mir- 
rors, a dressing table, red lights 
and .chandeliers. 

But by now the uprising has 
exhausted family savings: unem- 
ployment is rife and few grooms 
can afford to pay more than 
£1.000. Receptions are quiet 
family affairs, the sparse bed- 
rooms stay unfurnished and 
brides must content themselves 
with just one white wedding 
dress. 

And educated girl used to com- 
mand a higher price, not least 
because she was expected to raise 
intelligent sons, but while men 
rarely marry before their twen- 
ties, brides "are getting younger 
and the clock is going back on 
emancipation. 

Dressed in school uniform and 
clutching a notebook. 15-year-old' 
Anrira from Jabalia refugee camp 
looks only 12. In a few weeks, she 
will be married early to a 21-year- 
old family friend. “I can't get an 
education,” she says simply, "so 
there's nothing else to do.” 

She is both excited and dis- 
appointed by the impending cere- 
mony. “My sister’s husband is 
very rich and she had four dresses 


and a beautiful bedroom. He 
gave all my sisters gold 
bracelets." She acknowledges 
that her own wedding will be 
nothing like it. 

Imisaam, from neighbouring 
Beach Camp, is 16 and hoped to 
become a journalist, but she is 
now marrying her cousin at the 
end of the school year. The 
Israeli military authorities have 
closed Ga 2 a's only university and 
her parents lack the money to 
educate her abroad. 

“The wedding will be very 
quiet,” she says gravely. "It 
wouldn't be appropriate to be 


very happy. Maybe next door to 
us there is the family of a 
martyr.” 

For parents, the importance of 
educating girls had only just be- 
gun to take root, making it all the 
more vulnerable to (he intifada's 
pressures. In the West Bank, all 
schools have been shut for over a 
year, while in the Gaza Strip, the 
ceaseless imposition of curfews 
and targeted school closures have 
meant that pupils sometimes re- 
ceive only five days’ instruction a 
month. 

The authorities have accused 
schools of breeding stone-throw- 
ing street-fighters and "endanger- 
ing the security of the Israeli 
Defence Forces”. Palestinians 
counter that it is a form of collec- 
tive punishment, designed to 
blight the one precious resource 
their children can benefit from. 

Even the most determined stu- 
dents are at a loss. Samer, a 


bright and articulate 18-year-old, 
recounts the solemn childhood 
pact she made with five girl- 
friends. She pledged to become a 
doctor, “to save people, to see 
them smile and to help the 
fedayeen (fighters)". Others 
dreamed of the law, science, 
teaching and journalism. 

Only one has fulfilled her 
ambition: she wanted to be a 
mother. As for Samer. her father 
shakes his head: “She still dreams 
of being a doctor. She’s very good 
at school, but she has’ little 
chance. She knows this.” 

The school closures have taken 
their toll on boys and girls alike. 
Gazans have learned to cope with 
tight curfews, which frequently 
last up to 10 days or more. The 
Strip falls silent, families remain 
stifled behind closed doors, un- 
able to cross the street without 
risking getting shot. Suddenly, 
army loud-hailers announce that 


the curfew is lifted and shoppers 
rush into the allyways to stock up 
on supplies. 

The schools reopen, only to 
find that pupils have entirely for- 
gotten the contents of their last 
lesson. And at the best of times 
they remain traumatised by the 
beatings, arrests and shootings 
they have seen. 

Maryam, a teacher at a Jabalia 
girls' school, says: "Almost every 
girl has experienced some form of 
harassment or beating.” 

Many of her pupils have fathers 
or brothers in prison. “Some- 
times you tell them to write some- 
thing or study, but they can’t 
concentrate." 

She is not surprised when 14- 
year-olds vanish from her clas- 
sroom. “We don't leam every 
day and the families feel that 
there’s no education, so the girls 
marry," she savs matter-of-factly 
— The Guardian. 



Reporting from the blackboard jungle... Thandeka Gqobnle in school 


Chaos is developing in South Africa's black 
schools again with detentions of children and 
clashes between pupils and police and troops 
called in to maintain classroom “discipline.” Class 
boycotts have flared up in the Cape, Bloemfontein 
and Johannesburg’s huge Soweto township as 
well as other smaller towns and townships, in Cape 
Town, lawyers are preparing to seek a court 
interdict protecting schoolchildren after police last 
week twice used tear-gas to disperse pupils 
demanding improved facilities and the right to 
elect student representative councils. Councillors 
in the mother city’s largest township. Khayelitsha, 
are accused of beating up pupils. 

In Bloemfontein the detention of a popular 
teacher at one school has triggered a class 
boycott by more than 1,000 pupils. At another 
school in the judicial capital a boycott was called 
off when the principal and a member of staff 
resigned, after pointing guns at children. In Sowe- 
to, frustrated children tore up examination papers 
two weeks ago. Meetings called by teachers in the 
township to discuss the problems have been 
broken up by police. 

A young South African journalist, Thandeka 
Gqubule, put on her old gymslip and went back to 
school for two days in Soweto in an attempt to 
discover what was causing the crisis in black 
education. This is her report. 


Laughing about their future 


THE REDBRICK school was 
indistinguishable from many 
others in Soweto: monotonous 
and drab. A large group, of pupils 
was gathered on an abandoned 
tennis court, laughing, joking and 
clapping their hands in rhythm. 
They were trying out "isikhan- 
do", a new dance which has 
emerged from South Africa's 
prisons, invented by schoolchil- 
dren being held in detention with- 
out trial. 

It was mid-morning and exam 
day in Soweto. For "two weeks 
local children had been sitting the 


mid-year exams set by the De- 
partment of Education and Train- 
ing (DET), the government de- 
partment responsible for the 
administration of black education 
in South Africa. 

Nobody knew why the day's 
exams had not started. So they 
were coping with the cold of a 
southern hemisphere winter by 
dancing the isikhando — the jer- 
ky movements of which made it 
look as if their heads would drop 
off and their arms would leave 
their bodies. 

I thought I was adequately 



dressed for school, in standard 
gym tunic, a simple black jersey 
and trendy boots. But 1 was not 
“with it." 

“Leli jersey lakho yi PC?" 
asked one of the girls. (And that 
jersey, is it PC?) 

"But what is PC?" I asked. 

The amazement on her face 
was indescribable. “Hawu, Pierre 
Cardin," she said. She even had a 
Cardin label attached to her 
gymslip. Status is status, particu- 
larly in Soweto — as if echoes of 
Paris and Rome will lighten the 
bleakness of a township. Style is 
everything. 

Peroxide and glycerin 

To be “in" among Soweto school- 
girls the tips of your hair have to 
be peroxided — to give it a 
bronze look; eyebrows shaped 
with a razor blade; lips shimmer- 
ing with gloss and legs glistening 
with glycerin. Shoes should have 
the ubiquitous Cardin label, or 
Gino Paoli, or anything Italian, 
but above all they must be kept 
shiny. Which is a skill in the dust 
of a township schoolyard. 

A woman teacher with a small 
voice called out, telling the pupils 
to stop the dandng. They ignored 
her at first, but then moved to- 
wards the 'classrooms. Another 
teacher called out: “What are you 
lot going in to write?" The 
youngsters yelled back: “How 
should we know?” The teacher 
laughed. < 

Nobody has a copy of the exam 
timetable, but it would not have 
helped if they did, because there 
is no way of predicting when the 
exam papers will arrive, or if they 
will arrive at all. 

I asked one pupil what she 
thought she would be writing if 
the papers did arrive. “I don’t 
even know whether it’ll be in 
vernacular or English she said. 
"I don’t know when we’re going 
to write. I heard the teacher say 
something about 2pm. But they 
must be mad to think we’ll still be 
here at that time. It’s a holiday 
tomorrow, and I want to clear out 
of here fast.” 

I was taken to the Standard 7 
classroom by a teacher (Neither 
the school nor the staff can be 
named — speaking to the press is 
an offence punishable by disntis-’ 
sal in South Africa’s black 
schools). An exam was finally in 
progress. The room had no elec- 
tricity, and was dark. The light- 
fitting hung dangerously loose. 

As we entered, a pair of iden- 
tical twins was leaving. They were 
going home, they told the ex- 
asperated teacher, “Because they 


couldn't read what was written on 
the exam paper." The paper had 
been so poorly reproduced that it 
was barely legible. 

I saw plenty of such papers, 
where the typing or printing was 
so bad that whole lines, or even 
whole paragraphs, were unread- 
able. And even those papers 
which pupils could read were 
riddled with errors and inconsis- 
tencies. 

Another teacher arrived to 
try and darify mistakes in the 
Standard 7 Sotho [a vernacular 
language} exam. After explaining 
questions four and five, she told 
the children: “I cannot read ques- 
tion six, so speed up your gear, 
kids; move to top gear and skip 
□umber six. 

“Well, let’s seem number 
seven. If you haven’t studied any 
of the books or poems in this 
question, skip (('cause you cannot 
answer it." 

The pupils started leaving after 
an hour. A small group of pupils 
were sharing — and discussing — 
a single exam paper; there were 
not enough to go around. More 
students left the classroom. The 
teacher looked at her watch and 
said, "You have very few minutes 
left now. Times is up. You now 
have only injury time." They all 
laughed.” 

By the end of the day. the 
register had still not been taken. 
It had not been a good day. The 
teacher seemed distraught. The 
Xhosa Standard 10 paper had 
been written, but page four had 
not arrived. The Tsonga (another 
vernacular language, with Xhosa] 
paper was even worse: only page 
four had arrived. 

Business economics, which was 
to have been written in the morn- 
ing. was rescheduled for the 
afternoon. But it was also payday 
and the teachers were eager to 
cash their cheques for the next 
day's public holiday. So when the 
papier only arrived after 1 p.m., 
they simply postponed it for two 
days. Nobody seemed bothered 
that it was a regional exam; other 
Soweto schools might write it on 
schedule and the pupils would be 
able to get the paper from friends 
before writing it themselves. 

Frustration is deeply felt 
among the teachers. Heavy work- 
loads make preparation almost 
impossible for them. “If you have 
to teach four different classes — 
each of up to 50 students — in 
four different subjects, and you 
have a minimum of 42 classes a 
week, when do you prepare?" 
said one. “The DET doesn’t even 
know the children they’redesgn- 
ing the system for ... the DET 
doesn't visit here as often as the 


police do.” 

While I was at the school a 
white car arrived, three white 
security policemen got out and 
disappeared into the principal's 
office. It is a routine occurrence, 
according to pupils. It is widely 
believed in- the schools that the 
education authorities have, in 
fact, ceded control to the securoc- 
rats of South .Africa's shadowy 
Joint Management Security 


System. 

The powerlessness of the 
teachers make them a target for 
the anger of children. Teachers 
are the only symbol of the educa- 
tion system that is immediately 
available," said one. “We give 
out the instructions. We are in 
the firing line.” 

As one group of pupils waited 
for their exam papers to arrive 
they teased one of their more 


popular teachers. “Comrade 
Meneer, we will destroy all these 
windows if our exam paper does 
not come now!" Comrade 
Meneer shrugged and asked what 
they supposed he could do about 
it. 

Other groups listening to the 
exchange began to laugh. It was a 
resigned laugh. As if they knew 
they were laughing about their 
future. 
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Kuwait, UAE break ranks 

Experts anticipate inter- OPEC cheating 


TOKYO (R) — An OPEC, agreement signed in 
Vienna Wednesday is merely a weak, temporary 
compromise which will make the oil group’s next 
attempt to share out production quotas even harder, 
Far East oil experts said. 

The accord failed to satisfy tinue to produce at the current 


at the moment so there will be no 
actual change in overall output.'* 


Lower prices 


demands of Kuwait and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) for a 
larger share of output this time 
and when the group meets later 
this year it will also face demands 
from Iraq and Iran for bigger 
quotas, they said. 

Meanwhile, Kuwait and the 
UAE will continue to pump far 
more than their allocated quotas. 

Crude oil prices plunged more 
than 60 cents a barrel after the 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) 
agreed to raise its widely-flouted, 
production ceiling by one million 
barrels per day (b/d) to 19.5 
million bpd from July, with addi- 
tional quotas allocated pro rata. 

Kuwait signed the agreement 
with reservations. 

Oil Minister Ali AJ Khalifa A I 
Sabah said in remarks published 
Thursday that Kuwait was not 
bound by its 1.09 million b/d 
production quota. 

“We feel we are not required 
to accept this share he was 
quoted as saying by AJ Qabas 
newspaper. 

Oil prices in Tokyo shed 
another 15 cents on the report. 

Most oil industry sources in 
Tokyo said they didn't consider 
that OPEC had actually achieved 
any agreement. 

“If Kuwait feels free to cheat, 
the UAE will cheat and it won’t 
be long before everybody gets fed 
up and joins in," said one major 
oil company official based in 
Tokyo. 

“OPEC didn't reach a firm 
commitment on the production 
quota and individual country's i 
allocations," said Masaru Kai, a I 


level," he said. 

A Reuter survey estimated 
Kuwait pumped 1.9 million b/d in 
May. and the UAE, which has a 
new quota of 1.04 million b/d, 
pumped some 1.6 million b/d. 

Total OPEC output in May was 
estimated at' 21 million b/d, 1-5 
milli on b/d over the ceiling, and 
Wednesday's OPEC agreement is 
not likely to have much impact on 
this level of production. 

“The cheating will continue,*’ 
said Yasuhiko Tashiro. chief eco- 
nomst at the Idemitsu Oil Com- 
pany. “But they can't produce 
much more than the current level 


Oil traders said the market’s 
disatisfaction with the outcome of 
the OPEC talks could cause 
prices to drop further in the 
short-term, but the level of de- 
mand in the next three months 
will probably sustain prices near 
the lower levels. 

“Demand will be slightly less 
than 21 million b/d in the third 
quarter so the market price will 
not improve quickly, but it will 
not decline sharply,’’ Tashiro 
said. 

Nippon Oil’s Kai said be also 
saw a slight oversupply in the 
third quarter but expected the 
price or a barrel of crude from the 
Middle East would average be- 
tween $15 and $16. 


GCC ministers differ 
on import tariffs 


The deal OPEC signed 
Wednesday retained a reference 
price of $18 barrel for the next six 
months. 

Cargoes of Dubai, the 
benchmrk Middle East crude, are 
currently trading at around 
$15.00. 

Kai said prices could rise m the 
fourth quarter of the year be- 
cause of higher demand if output 
remained around current levels, 
but there will be strong pressure 
os OPEC for another rise in 
production later in the year. 

OPEC ministers will meet 
again in Paris in September to 
review the output ceiling. 

By September the unresolved 
problem of Kuwait and the 
UAE’s quota allocation wd be 
further complicated by increased 
export capacities of Iraq and Iran. 

“Iraq and Iran will insist on 
higher quotas as they will expand 
their production and export capa- 
cities later in the year,” said Kai. 


Motorists in Europe expect 
cheap petrol 


deputy general manager at Nip- 
pon Oil Company. 


“Kuwait and the UAE cannot 
keep their production within 
these quotas and they will con- 


RJYADH (R) — Finance minis- 
ters of the six-nation Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) have 
failed to agree on the level of 
tariffs on imported goods. 

Bahrain's Finance and Nation- 
al Economy Minister Ibrahim 
Abdul Karim, speaking to repor- 
ters after a one-day meeting, said 
talks covered duties on foreign 
imports. 

“No specific measures were 
taken in this respect and consulta- 
tions will continue in the hope of 
achieving results at the next 
meeting," he said. “There are 
still certain differences on the 
matter." 

He recalled that agreement was 
reached three years ago fixing a 
maximum duty of 20 per cent and 
minim um of four. The group was 
supposed to agree set figures 
within five years but the GCC 
Supreme Council had been asked 
to extend the period. 

Abdul Karim said ministers de- 


cided to divide imports into four 
categories 


GCC industry ministers last 
month approved guidelines to 
protect locally-made products 
and referred them to the finance 
ministers before implementation. 

GCC imports jumped to $43.8 
billion in 1987 from $34.1 billion 
in 1986, while exports rose to 
$57.8 billion from $44.6 billion. 

Economists say around 41 per 
cent of GCC imports enter the 
area virtually duty-free while 47 
per cent have a seven per cent 
tariff, two per cent have a 10 per 
cent customs duty and the rest 
carry the maximum 20 per cent 
rate. 


Other questions dealt with by 
the ministers — from Bahrain. 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates — included negotia- 
tions with the European Com- 
munity. 


Oil traders in Europe said that 
drivers, hit by a series of sharp 
rises in petrol prices last spring, 
may now be able to look forward 
to cheaper summer motoring. 

As many prepare for long-dis- 
tance road holidays, prices are 
falling at petrol pumps in West 
Germany, France, Switzerland 
and the Netherlands and energy 
analysts think further rises are 
unlikely for the time being. 

The main exception has been 
Britain, where one source with a 
major British oil company died 
the pound sterling’s .decline 
against the dollar as one reason 
for not cutting pump prices. 

Trade sources say prices on the 
influential Amsterdam-Rotter- 
dam-An twerp oil spot market — 
where, oil companies and traders 
to go top up supplies — have 
tumbled to around $18 a barrel 
from a four-year peak in late 
April of around $22. 

Oil companies passed the early 
spring increases on to their cus- 


oviet foreign indebtedness totals $53b 


MOSCOW IR) — The Soviet 
Union’s foreign debt is 34 billion 
roubles ($53 billion), Soviet 
Prime Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov 
said Friday, revealing the figure 
for the first time. 

Ryzhkov disclosed Moscow's 
hard currency indebtedness in re- 
marks to the Congress of People's 
Deputies, the new Soviet parlia- 
ment. 

He said the Soviet Union 
would have to pay 12 billion 
roubles ($18.7 billion) this year 
for servicing credits — and would 
have to use foreign loans to pay 
it. 

Ryzhkov did not say if the 
figure included repayments of 
loans falling due as well as in- 
terest payments. 

“We need 12 billion roubles for 
servicing credits," Ryzhkov said. 

“Can we go deeper into debt? I 
think, comrades, that we should 
be very reserved about this,” he 
said, addressing calls from some 
deputies for the Soviet Union to 
borrow still more money from the 
West in order to import consumer 
goods. 

Ryzhkov said the Soviet Union 
would earn about 16 billion rou- 
bles ($25 billion) in hard currency 
this year, but would then spend 
13.6 billion roubles ($21.2 billion) 
of that on imports. 

That leaves only 2.4 billion 
roubles ($3.7 billion) to cover the 
12 billion rouble payment on 
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foreign loans, “meaning we are 
again taking credits." he said. 

Last week Ryzhkov gave a 
speech to the parliament in which 
he painted a dire picture of the 
state of the country's finances and 
its foreign debt position — with- 
out actually giving the figure for 
the debt. 

Deputies including leading eco- 
nomist Nikolai Shmelyov later 
challenged him to name the 
amount. 

The Soviet prime minister also 
spelled out how the money on 
imports would be spent this year. 

Five billion roubles ($7.8 bil- 
lion) would go for grain and food, 
he said. “Can we save here?’’ 

Responding to shouts from the 
hall of “yes, we can,” Ryzhkov 
said: “Well comrades, that is for 
us to deride, but I think with the 
present state of our agriculture, 
cutting here will only worsen the 
situation for the population." 

He said 2.5 billion roubles 
($3.9 billion) would be spent on 
importing equipment and 
machinery and 1.5 billion roubles 
($2.3 billion) to buy raw materials 
for light industry. 

Earlier leading economist Gav- 
riil Popov told die congress that 
the state sector should be reduced 
to 50 per cent of the Soviet 
economy in order to pull it out of 
crisis. 

“All the emergency measures 
provided for by the government 
are treating the symptoms of the 
illness, not the disease itself," 
Popov said. 

Radical economist Nikolai 
Shmelev told the Soviet parlia- 
ment Thursday that the country 
should reduce aid to its Latm 


American allies and pay formers 
in foreign currency to help avert 
an economic collapse. 

Shmelev, speaking in proceed- 
ings broadcast live on national 
television, warned that “in two or 
three years we could face an 
economic crash” if the Soviet 
government doesn’t reduce infla- 
tion, consumec shortages and the 
“monstrous budget deficit.” 

Shmelev said the government 
must eliminate the remnants of 
President Mikhail Gorbachev’s 
anti-alcohol campaign and import 
more than $15 billion worth of 
consumer goods to counteract 
shortages. 



- . 


Gorbachev's cutbacks in alco- 
hol sales, introduced .two months 
after he came to power in March 
1985, led to large losses of gov- 
ernment revenue and widespread 
home-distilling of alcoholic be- 
verages. 


Shmelev, a prominent reform- 
minded economist, said the coun- 
try could motivate Soviet formers 
to work harder and produce more 
by paying them in foreign curren- 
cy, which they could use to buy 
scarce goods. 

With extra crops, the Soviet 
Union could reduce its practice of 
buying grain abroad to make up 
for shortfalls in domestic har- 
vests, thus freeing up hard cur- 
rency to buy the needed consum- 
er goods, he said. 


Shmelev also called for a cut in 
foreign aid to Latin America, 
quoting U.S. estimates that the 
Soviet Union spends between $6 
billion and $8 billion in the -re- 
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Nikolai Ryzhkov 

gion, especially in aid to Cuba 
and Nicaragua, he said, “no one 
understands what a significant, 
portion of that money is spent 

OCL 

Ryzhkov outlined a more mod- 
erate economic programme 
Wednesday saying the Kremlin 
would continue trimming defence 
spending through 1995, reducing 
the Soviet Union’s defence bur- 
den by up to one half. 

The defence burden is the por- 
tion of national income that goes 
to military spending. Top Soviet 
economists have estimated the 
current defence burden at nine 
per cent of the gross national 
product, which is the total value 
of goods and services produced in 
the country. 

Ryzhkov said the defence cuts 
were being made in hopes of 
spurring an underproductive eco- 
• nomy and providing help for the 
nearly 40 million Soviet citizens 
living in poverty, with incomes of 
75 roubles ($114) a month or less. 

The premier said future social 
reforms also would include aboli- 
tion of special care for privileged 
officials, an inequity that ordin- 
ary citizens have long complained 
abont. 

He also revealed that the nine- 
year Soviet militaiy involvement 
in Afghanistan, which ended in 
February, had cost the gov- 
ememnt treasury 5 billion roubles 
($8 bilion) a year. 
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tamers by raising pump prices. 

Traders say spot petrol markets 
jumped partly because of higher 
crude oil prices hftcr sips of 
growing unity among OPEC oil 
producers, the Exxon Valdez 
tanker oil spill off Alaska, and a 
string of supply disruptions in 
Britain's North Sea. 

U.S. air pollution restrictions 
and maintenance closures at 
European refineries also pushed 
up prices at filling stations. 

Retail prices are now falling 
agains t after highs in early May. 

“Petrol prices are stable with a 
sinking tendency, despite the 
strong dollar," said Eric Zanecti, 
spokesman for Shell (Switzer- 
land) Zurich. 

He said Rotterdam spot mar- 
ket prices were stable but that 
given the market’s volatility, it 
was not possibfle to lok further 
than a week or two ahead. 

Some industry sources were 
reluctant to forecast die summer 
prices trend. “It seems stable at 
moment, bur the rising dollar 
cannot help things any," a 
spokesman for one oil company 
said. 

Dutch drivers may have to pay 
more if an environmental protec- 
tion programme unveiled May 25 
comes into force. 

In Britain, prices at the pump 
have not fallen but have stabilised 
at around 43 pence (68 cents) a 
litre for leaded super grade, up 
from 37.5 pence (59 cents) in 
January. 

“If prices go up on the spot 
market we see an immediate 
effect at the pumps which might 
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Jordan’s Industry and Track Minister Ziyad Inaab 
(right) and UAE Economy and Trade Mhster Seif 


AH Al Jarawan sign the hBafml agreement (Petra 
photo) " *•:- • *• ■ 


Jordan, UAE boost ties 


AMMAN (Petni) — Jordan and 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) have reached initial 
agreement to promote trade and 
economic cooperation between 
them. 

Under the terms of the agree- 
ment. signed at the Ministiy of 
Industry and Trade in Amman 
Thursday, Jordan and the UAE 
will encourage the exchange of 
national agricultural and indust- 
rial products between them. 


be justified," said a spokesman 1 addition, the accord stipulates 


for the British car drivers' group 
the Automobile Association. 

“We would like to see an 
equally quick reaction in pump 
prices when oil (spot market) 
prices come down,” he con- 
cluded. 


Egypt secures wheat 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt appears to 
have staved off a looming wbeat 
shortage by making a rare offer to 
pay cash and by stitching up deals 
with foreign creditors/ 

A month ago. debt-ridden 
Egypt was warning unofficially 
that by mid-summer it might not 
be able to afford the huge imports 
that supply the Arab World's 
most populous country with 
bread. 

But foreign analysts say Egvpt 
had now covered wheat supplies 
for most of September, staving 
off the spectre of a repeat of food 
riots that rocked the country' in 
1977. Subsidised bread is the 
country's staple diet. 

Recent moves by Egypt, the 
third larget wheat importer after 
the Soviet Union and China, in- 
clude a world tender announced 
Last month for 200,000 tonnes of 
wheat. 

Foreign agriculture experts 
wonder where Egypt found the 
money. It would be the first time 
Cairo, which normally buys on 
credit, has made a complete 
purchase for cash since the early 
1970s. 

“Given the chaotic way the 
Egyptians ran their accounting it 
is quite possible they just found 
the money somewhere,” a West- 
ern expert said. 

“Politically they cannot afford 
to ran out (of bread)," said 


another. “They understand what 
their problem is and that they are 
going to meet their obligations to 
their 'people." 

France agreed to release 
150,000 tonnes of flour after 
Egypt promised to repay credit of 
some $64 milli on and the experts 
said Italv might supply 50,000 
tonnes. Some $50 million in cre- 
dit has also come from the United 
States. 

Egypt imports about six million 
tonnes of wheat a year, abput 40 
per cent from the United States 
and the rest from Australia and 
the European Community. 

Domestic wheat production 
this year, a bumper crop, was just 
3.2 million tonnes. 

Import costs are rising as the 
population of more than 50 mil- 
lion grows quickly and world 
wheat prices soar. Prices are now 
twice the level of two or three 
years ago. 

The foreign experts said a shor- 
tage could occur later this year. 
Further credit might be secured 
from the United States, but other 
suppliers were wary because of 
Egypt’s failure to repay credits of 
some $4 billion. 

Egypt, whose total foreign debt 
is estimated by foreign bankers at 
$50 billion, aims to cut imports by 
growing more food. But price 
reforms and land reclamation 
have yielded little result. 




Nigeria routes funds to central bank 


LAGOS (R) — Nigeria has ordered all state and federal 
ministries, government agencies and state-run businesses to 
transfer. their bank accounts from the commercial sector to the 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), spokesman Tony Ede has 
said . The measure was aimed at combating inflation, which 
the central bank estimated at .62.3 per cent in the year to Feb. 28 
and easing pressure on Nigeria's naira currency. The directive 
came into effect June 1. Ede told Reuters that bodies failing to 
comply would have their accounts in commercial or merchant 
banks frozen. . 


Hanoi, Kabul may get ADB loans 


TOKYO (R) — The Asian Development Bank (ADB) might 
resume lending to Vietnam and Afghanistan following the recent 
improvement in the political climate in both countries, ADB 
President Masao Fujioka has said The planned withdrawal 
of Vietnamese troops from Cambodia later this year has 
heightened the chances that the ADB .will, start lending again to 
Hanoi, he told reporters. “It is a matter of time before we resume 
lending to Af ghanistan ,” he added. 
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to the agreement: Tourism, 
trade, economy, industry and im- 
port-export operations. 

Industry and Trade Minister' 
Ziyad Inuab and UAE Economy 
and Trade Minister Seif Ali Al 
Jarawan signed the agreement 
which also includes guidelines for 
the two countries to participate in 


exhibitions and fairs- held in 
either country .to promote the 
sale of national eoods^ V ^ . - 


' Finally , : ir was agreed to form a 
joint ctKnmittee mar would fol- 


low up the implementation of die 
agreement, and. provide recom- 
mendations and resolutio ns in 
■ this-. inspect'- 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


The agreement covers provid- 
ing facilities for the transporta- 
tion of national goods across their 
respective territories and also 
calls for cooperation between 
concerned authorities in either 
country to exchange expertise. In 


Thursday, Jime 8*; 1989' 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Dentsdremark 
Swiss franc 


French trasjc - 
Japanese yen (far 100) 
Dutch guilder . . 

Swedish crown . 


Italian- hra (for 100) 
Belgian bane (for 10)' 


' W-S 85 J 

'■ 3 tea ma 

2S4.5.2S7.0 
-85.0 ’ . *8S-9 
,39.4 

liSLX 138.7. 


exerting efforts in conducting 
economic research and providing 
facilities for the free flow of 
capital by businessmen and inves- 
tors in either country. 

The main areas where coopera- 
tion wfll be conducted according 
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Amman Financial Mi 
weekly trading 



Following is a summary of trading during last , week and the 
previous week: " ;"V" 


Jane 3-7 


Daily average 
Total volume 
Total shares 
No. of contracts 


JD 1,208333' 
JD 6,041464 
. 3,868,432 ’ 

' - 4,275 


May 27-31 

JDl.436‘,001- 
JD’ 7,343,780 
l -4,298,785 
4,823 


Sectoral trading: 


Industrial 


Financial 


Service 

Insurance 


Share price index 
No. of companies 
Price movement (rise) 
(decline) 
(stable) 


JD 4490,947 
(71.0%) 
JD 638.748 
( 10 . 6 %)- 
(15.4%) 
(3.0%) 

1212 

65 

31 

20 

14 


JD 5,169,405 
(65.6%) 
JD 1408,840 
. ( 22 . 2 %) 
(5.4%) 



LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion- markets Friday. . 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.5610/20 

- U.S. dollar 

1.1952/62 

Canadian dollar 

1.9890/900 

Deutscbemarks 

2.2390/400 

Dutch guilders 

3.7235/45 

Swiss francs 

41.63/68 

Belgian francs 

6.7375/425 

French francs 

1448/1449 

Italian lire 

144.70/80 

Japanese yen 

6.7000/50 

Swedish crowns 

7.1900/50 

Norwegian crowns 

7.732 5/75 

Danish crowns 

370.50/371.00 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


Performances: 3:30, 8 JO, 10J0, pja. 


SYDNEY — Volatile trading in News Corporation dominated the 
market. At 0515 GMT, the AD Ordinaries index was unchanged 
from Thursday's close of 1,544.8. 6 

JAPAN — The market could not hold on to early gain* and share 
prices languished in very light trading to dose mixed. The Nikkei 
index erased 78.31 points to dose at 33,639.98. 

HONG KONG — Stocks rose after Chinese Premier U Peng 
appeared on television on Peking, suggesting hardliners were m 
control. “The market thinks haitflme control Is better than no 
control at all,” said a broker. The Hang Seng index rose 43 72 to 
.2,268.38. 

SINGAPORE — Shares staged a strong rebound. The Straits 
Times industrial index rose 34.10 points to close al 1941 21 after 
falls earlier in the week. w 

BOMBAY — Share prices moved narrowly and ended mixed in a 
dreary market which opened a half-hour late after monsoon rains 
disrupted morning traffic. Tata Steel rose 10 mpees to 1360 . 

FRANKFURT — Shares ended their third week of sham sains 
mixed. Many investors were unwilling to take new 
before the weekend and Fridays releaLof S E 
■prices. A power cut prevented computation of the DAX index* 

PARIS — Prices were firmer by mid-seskkm in relatively active 
trading boosted by selective buying of special-interest stacks^ 

ZURICH — Shares dosed firmer across the board on hioh 

volu ire with the stabitotionffi interest rates 

attract buyers. The all-share Swiss index rose ife to 10®-™ 

y * vo!affle afternoon 
trading after a much larger than expected gai n in May it c 

producer prices sent the dollar -climbing and quashed hon« « 

sy ^ ^ as_ 

NEW YOHK — Stocks showed little chami in an op-and-down 
moramg session. The Dow was- around its- ^Thursday^^^'- 
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^/NE^ TOKK : (R) — A. paad of appeals judges heard 
^ Thursday, from lawyers representing the San 

^^CMegOjacht'chib and NevJ^buid's MercnryBay boating 
^i^man dhrt to detennixie the future of the America’s 
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_ _ frotn die appeBate 

i' dnoScon ;of the New York JJup- 
-ftme- Coart must decide what 
-;coflstitates a -fejr^ cemtest for 
- yachting* snidest and most preset 
'• " gipus trophy and whefiet'an even 
«ofltestis mandated by the deed 
— thendcs govcnit^ the 
regatta. . 

_• A cbnte& between a catamar- 
an and a monohuJJ % “like racing 
a fetrari against a dump track," 
George Tbtnpnas argued on be- 
half of MercoryBay. 

Tompkins saidthal 44 fairness s 
the heart of pie deed." 

But .Justice- : .£. Leo MDonas 
questioned Mercury Bay’s sincer- 
ity in its desire for fairness. 

Mflonas asked Tompkins if it 
were fair to challenge San Diego 
with a 90-foot boat, knowing- the 
defenders' intentions were to 
stage the .next regatta in the 
traditional 12-metre yachts. 

Tompkins said there was no- 
thing in the deed that prohibits 
that size. “It's a challenge cup not 
an invitation," he said. 


Lawyers for SaaDiego, howev- 
er, argued that judge Carmen 
Gparick had no oasis for ruling 
that the competitors must be 
“somewhat evenly matched." 

"This rule does not appear in 
The America's Cup deed of gift,” 
former federal judge Harold Tyl- 
er said. “Nor can it be inferred 
from any term or combination of 
terms found in die deed and it is 
contradicted by the history of 
America's C^ttp competition. 

He said that the rules only state 
that competing vessels must be 
propelled by sails only and if 
signled masted must measure be- 
tween 44 and 90 feet on the load 
waterline. 

Justice Thomas Sullivan asked 
if the spirit of the deed did not 
mean that competing boats must 
be of equal (Mmeoskms and equal 
calibre. 

Tyler said no. “What this is all 
about is an international competi- 
tion that leads to innovation,” he 
said. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AHO OMAR SHARIF 
SM KfeM r-rr- (mkh, Inc. 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


- QlI — B oth vulnerable, as South you 
bold: 

*32 QA10S3 0 A65 +AQ83 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North- Edit Sooth West 
I * Pass ? 

What do you respond? 

A— While you have the strength 
and distribution for a jump to two 
do trump, your prime values suggest 
that a suit contract might be better. 
Stan a probe by bidding two dubs. 

Q2£— Both vulnerable, as South you 
bold: 

432 S7A1M3 0A65 4AQS3 
The bidding has proceeded: . 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 2 • Pass 

2 4 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — With only a single diamond 
stopper and one lenace; don't com- 
mit Urn hand to no tramp yet. Just 
bid three hearts and see what part- 
ner does. 

Q3 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
bold: 

432 S7A1W3 OA65 4AQ83 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

S 4 Pubs 2 * Pass 

2 4 - Pass 3 $ Pass 

3 4 . Pw ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — The time has come to commit 
the hand to game— but not three no 
trump. Partner's bidding has shown 
a good six-card or longer spade suit, 
ami probably no diamond stopper. 
Since you have at least an eight -card 
spade fit, bid four spades. 

Q.4 — Neither, vulnerable, as South 
■you bold: 

472 9954 CKQ10953 484 

The bidding has proceeded: 


West 


North East South 

1 * DM ? 

WhaL action do you take? 

A. — In the modem style, a jump 
shift response after a takeout double 
is preemptive, and this would be a 
perfect jump to three diamonds. If 
that weapon isn't in your arsenal, 
bid two diamonds. Since a strong 
hand would either redouble or 
jump, that must show a reasonable 
suit and Httie else. 

Q5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

4 762 9AK3 0954 4AQJ8 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 

A.— With only three -card support, 
don't jump raise partner’s suit if 
there is any alternative — especially 
with such a balanced hand. Respond 
two clubs, then -vigorously raise 
hearts next. 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
bold: 

4QJ9 9AJ6 0K1052 4TCQ3 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
no trump. What do you respond? 
A— With 16 high-card points, you 
can expect to make slam if partner is 
at the top of bis range. You can 
issue an invitation by bidding four 
no trump. That's not Blackwood— 
to ask for aces you would use the 
Gerber Four Club Convention. You 
are simply asking partner to bid a 
slam if he has a maximum no trump 
opener. 

Available for a trailed time as a 
special offer is a two- for- one pack- 
age of DOUBLES booklets. For 
your copies send S3 to “GOREN 
DOUBLES," care this newspaper, 
P.O. Box 4426, Orlando, Fla. 
32802-4426. Make checks payable 
to “Newspaperbooks." 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“Are the remote control buttons 
getting harder to push...or 
am I just out of shape?” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
« by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 

one letter to each square, to torm 
four ordinary words. 
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I'm just Tine, Dut I don't 
wan! any more o! that beast 
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HORSEBACK RiC?lN© 
IS A SPORT THAT 
| SOMETIMES MAKES THE 
NOVICE FEEL THIS . 


How arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: f X X X XXJE XXJ 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday 1 I Jumbte3: AGLOW WOVEN NOODLE MOTIVE 
yesterdays ^ gave that huge banquet In China, 

1 how much did the food weigh?— 

■•WOWTON"* (one ton) 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Maradona inspires Napoli to first leg win 

NAPLES, Italy (R) — Diego Maradona set up a second half goal 
to give UEFA cup winners Napoli a 1-0 win against holders 
Sampdoria in the first leg of the Italian Cup final Wednesday. The 
Argentine, forever inspirational, directed a cross from a short 
comer towards Libera Alessandro Renica, who found space in a 
crowded area to head the ball past goalkeeper Cianluca Pagliuca. 
The 55th minute goal made Napoli favourites for the return leg on 
June 28, which will be played in Milan because of building work at 
Sampdaria's stadium in Genoa for next year's World Cup finals. 
Sampdoria, losing European Cup winners' cup finalists, twice 
tested Napoli goalkeeper Giuliano Giuliani in the first half with 
fine headers from Brazilian midfielder Toninho Cerezo. 

British trainers fancied in Prix De Diane 

PARIS (R) — Following Old Vic's spectacular success in last 
week’s Prix Du Jockey club, Enseonse and Pass the Peace will be 
strongly fancied to give British trainers a classic double in 
Sunday's Prix De Diane over one mile two-and-a-half furlongs at 
Chantilly. No outstanding French filly has emerged this season 
and the main hopes of a home victory in (he equivalent of the 
English Oaks axe Bellarida. Louveierie and Rose de crystal. 
Ensconse, ridden by Ray Cochrane, has sound form. Totally 
unsuited to the sedate early pace of (he English 1,000 Guineas in 
which she finished fourth, the Sheikh Mohammed-owned filly 
showed her class with a comfortable win in the Irish 1,000 
Guineas at the Cunagh on May 27. An extra two-and-a-half 
furlongs will be firmly in her favour Sunday and she has every 
chance of competing the double. 

Mercedes to start Le Mans from front 

LE MANS (R) — Mercedes will start the 57th Le Mans 24-hour 
motor race from (he front row of (he grid after beating (he 
on-form British Jaguars in two nights of qualifying. The team, 
which withdrew its cars from last year's race after a high-speed 
tyre blowout in practice, returned to the French road circuit in 
triumph with two of its three cars at the head of the 60 entries. 
Jean-Louis Schlesser of France will be in pole position for 
Saturday’s start but fastest man at Le Mans was northern 
Irishman Kenny Acheson, who took his Mercedes through the 
speedCrap on the daunting Mulsanne straight at 404 KPH. “I 
didn’t notice the speed. The car was rock-steady, and I'm just 
sorry the rest of the lap was not quick enough to give me pole," 
Acheson said. His time was just .63 of a second slower than 
Sch lesser’s record three minutes 15.04 seconds for the 13.6-km 
circuit. 

Swazi footballer abducted at gunpoint 

MBABANE (R) — A Swazi soccer player has been abducted at 
gunpoint from a training session with his new club in what appears 
to be a dispute over transfer fees, dub officials said Friday. The 
incident happened Wednesday when Samuel Chippa Dlamini 
turned out to train with first division dub Mbabane Highlanders. 
Local newspaper reports, confirmed by dub offidals. said two 
men armed with a pistol rushed on the field and hustled Dlamini 
into a waiting car. The player, transferred from second division 
club Two Sticks Comrades, has not been seen since. There has 
been no comment from police. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY. JUNE 10, 1989 

JSS HOROSCOPE 

'by Thomas Pierson, Astrologer. Canon tighter Institute 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Many will arise today with good in- 
tentions to complete a list of prac- 
tical activities. Productive energy 
may get scrapped as the day moves 
ahead. Expect formal routines to 
change in favor of merriment. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Con- 
template a ripe financial move over 
the weekend. InviLe a few guests 
over who are intellectually 
stimulating. You will have fun. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 201 If 
you don’t feel true love in a relation- 
ship, be honest with yourself and 
the other person. Deliberation will 
give you the answers. 

GEMINI (May 21 to Jane 21) 
You will be happg if you straighten 
out your personal affairs. Before 
you go out, catch up on deliquent 
paper work, record keeping, etc. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
Ju). 21) You may be in a forgetful 
mood. Double-check and don’t leave 
anything behind Handle siblings in 
a democratic manner. 

LEO UnL 22 to Ang. 21) Your 
gracious mood can override any 
situation today, especially when 
you must deal with someone who is 
frivolous and petty. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Your 
friendly mood is mischievous which 


makes you lighthearted and fun, U> 
be with. Your devotion is ap- 
preciated by family members. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) You 
may prefer a mobile weekend with 
an emphasis on humorous enter- 
tainment. Organize yourself early in 
the day. 

SCORPIO lOct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
You are ready for o change of pace. 
It is worth the effort to please your 
loved ones. Think big when con- 
sidering outdoor activities. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Domestic harmony may be up 
and down today. Everything calms 
down when you let activities fall 
into place. 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22 to Jan. 20) 
Focus on money, investments and 
financial security. It may be hud 
for you to make up your mind 
today. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 2l to Feb. 29) 
Ignore neighborhood gossip mak- 
ing the rounds. Reach an under- 
standing with your mate involving 
shared resources. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) 
Planetary aspects reveal an in- 
dulgent attitude along with scat- 
tered energy. A drive bo new vistas 
can help to relieve restless energy. 


THE Daily Crossword by Craig Schultz 


ACROSS 
1 Disappear by 
degrees 

5 Osiris' crown 
a Directly 

14 Oast 

15 Czech name 
tor Elbe 

16 Rim 

17 Failed lo 
perform 

IS Express a 
thought 

20 1988 Seoul 
athlete 

21 Intelligent 

22 Peace 

24 Beaded 

calculator 

28 Buddhist sect 

29 Marti 

33 Stock word 

34 Apiece 

36 By way of 

37 20A's 
endeavor 

41 Genetic letters 

42 Divisions of 
time 

43 Duplicity 

44 Urges 

48 And so forth 

47 Sex 

4 5 Placo to Ml 

51 Forward flow 

54 Approaching 

59 Eng. town 

60 Of plants 

61 Belgian clly 

62 Gelatinous 
substance 

S3 H. lake 

64 Steve or 
Woody 

65 MO. 

68 Over again 

DOWN - 

1 Dog’s name 

2 Seth's sib 

3 Resist 

4 Test 

5 Friends 

6 Mongolian of 
yore 

7 Christmas 
tightwad 
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6 Nourished 
9 Young salmon 

10 Olive's 
boyfriend 

11 Tel — 

12 Plsylng card 

13 Actor WIB 
18 Rapid 

Increase 
21 Something 
easy 

23 Admirable 

24 Incensed 

25 US pioneer 
28 Hetatlng to 

bees 

27 Discharge 

30 Eschew 

31 Moon feature 

32 Consumer 
advocate 

36 Dominating 
govegunent 
38 Just arrived 
38 Feeling 
(MM’S — 

40 Firearm 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnzira nnnnra nnnn 
nans murinci anna 
nnnonnnnnn nninn 
nnn nnnnn nnnnn 
tnonncan nnnnn 
nnn nnrcnnn 
nnnnn nnnmnnnan 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnn nnona 
nnnnnn nnn 
nnnnn cinnnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn nan 
nnnn nnnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnna nnnnn anon 


46 Dirty mark 

47 Stroller 

49 German 
city 

50 Reedy 

51 - podrids 

52 An Armstrong 


53 Country dance 
65 Isinglass 
58 Likeness 

57 “Whet's In 
a — r 1 

58 incandescence 
60 —relief 
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French Open semi-finals 


Chang chases historic final 


PARIS (R) — Michael Chang chases a place in tennis 
history Friday when he attempts to become the youngest 
- ever men's finalist at the French Open. 

The 17-year-oid American 
meets Andrei Chesfiokov of the 
Soviet Union in a semifinal show- 


down promising as much fascina- 
tion as the other tie between 
Boris Becker and Stefan Ed berg 
offers excitemebt. 

The meeting between Becker 
and Edberg brings together two 
similar yet unlikely contenders 
for the season's slow clay court 
classic. 

West German Becker and 
Sweden's Edberg. two of the last 
three winners on their favoured 
fast grass surface at Wimbledon, 
will have to stay true to their 
attacking natures as both aim 
for their first Roland Garros 
final. 

Whatever the outcome there 
will be a new name on the trophy 
this year because three times win- 
ners Ivan Lendl, the top seed, 
and Mats Wilander, the defend- 
ing champion, are already out. 

Not so in the women's singles 
where Steffi Graf advanced to- 
wards her third tide in a row 
when she struggled through her 
semifinal to beat 15-year-old 
sensation Monica Seles of Yugos- 
lavia in three hard-fought sets 
Thursday. 

Arantxa Sanchez, the first Spa- 
niard to get so far, will face her in 
Saturday's final, praying not to 
fail a 6-0, 6-0 victim as Natalia 
Zvereva of the Soviet Union did 
last year. 

Fifteenth seed Chang, who 
came back from two sets down to 
beat Lendl in the fourth round of 
ihe men's event despite a fifth set 
attack of cramps, has certainly 
been blessed so for. 

“I won because the Lord 


wanted me to," said the youngest 
ever semifinalist in Paris. If the 
heavens stay with him, he stands 
to beat Wilander's record, set 
here in 1982 when be was 17 years 
and nine months old, and become 
the youngest ever 'winner of a 
Grand Slam event. 

Chang, who has six months less 
on his birth certificate than 
Wilander did then, was faith on 
his side and an unusually large 
degree of cunning to help along 
divine providence when it looks 
as if it may not work on its own. 

But in the unseeded Chesno- 
kov, who dismissed Wilander in 


the quarter-finals, he faces a | 
er with high motivation. Since 
Chesnokov decided to defy the 
Soviet tennis authorities and keep 
his prize money for himself, he 
has won tournaments in Nice and 
Munich. 

His 573,000 cheque for 
reaching the French Open semi- 
finals is the largest of his career 
and the carrot for further success 
is 5145,000 for the final and 
291,000 for the title itself. 

.Ranked 27th in the world, 
Chesnokov is probably the most 
accomplished clay court player 
left in the tournament and his 
chances cannot be lightly dis- 
missed. 

But the Becker-Edberg clash is 
a battle of the titans from which 


the title favourite will emerge 
even if their boom-bang, serve- 
and- volley encounter may be- 
muse a centre court public 
brought up on sedate exchanges 
served up from the baseline. 

The Swedish third seed, cur- 
rent Wimbledon champion, has 
been the most impressive perfor- 
mer in Paris over the past 10 days 
but second seed Becker has also 
improved vastly on clay this year. 

Either could earn a disting- 
uished place in tennis history. In 
the last 20 years only Rod Laver 
and Bjorn Borg have won on 
both clay and grass at Roland 
Garros and Wilbledon. It would 
be difficult to get among better 
company than that. 


Seles: joining the Steffi and Gaby club 


PARIS (AP) — Steffi Graf can 
remember when she was 15, up 
and coming and scaring the life 
out of opponents. 

She met her double at the 
French Open Thursday. 

Monica Seles, 15 years old, 
the youngest player In the 
tournament and competing in 
her first Grand Slam event, 
pushed Graf to the limit in the 
semifinals of the famed day- 
court event and gave notice that 
she is ready to challenge the 
supremacy of the world's no. 1 
player. 

“At that age, you have no- 
thing to lose," Graf said after 
her 6-3, 3-6, 6-3 victory over 
the Florida-based Yugoslav. 
“You are not expected to win, 
and the crowd is more behind 
you. It's easier to play that 
way." 

With her bright aquamarine 


costume, her hair tied with a 
white ribbon, her squeals and 
grunts, Seles was the picture of 
youthful enthusiasm. 

After dropping the opening 
set, die shook off her inhibi- 
tions and beat Graf at her own 
game, driving the ball to the 
lines and drawing uncharacter- 
istic errors from the racket of 
the normally aggressive. West 
German. 

“In the first set, I was very 
scared,** said Seles, born in 
Novi Sad, Yugoslavia but a 
product of Nick Batteftieri’s 
tennis academy in Brandenton, 
Florida. “ Afterwards I relaxed 
a little bit." 

Only when she got to the 
eighth game of the final set did 
Seles’ strength and spirit 
break, as she tired on the ener- 
gy-sapping red day and tost the 
three games. 


“I was getting a little bit 
tired,” Seles said. “We were 
4-3, deuce, and I had the 
chance to win that game. But at 
that point X was totally ex- 
hausted.” 

Exhausted or not, Seles 
proved — if she ever needed to 
— that that the new era in 
women's tennis, so often dub- 
bed the Steffi and Gaby club 
after Graf and Gabriela Sabati- 
ni, has a new, younger, and 
just as dangerous member. 

The Yugoslav beat Chris 
Evert in the championship 
match of the Virginia Slims of 
Houston in April and was 8-6 
for the season coming into the 
French Open where she elimin- 
ated No. 4 seed Zina Garrison 
and No. 6 Manuela Maleeva. 

On Thursday, she became 
the first player for eight months 
to take a set off Graf . 


Pistons go 
2-0 up over 
L. A. Lakers 

DETROIT (R) — Joe Dumars 
scored 33 points to lead the De- 
troit Pistons to a 108-105 victory 
over the Los Angeles Lakers and 
a commanding 2-0 lead in the 
besi-of-seven game National Bas- 
ketball Association (NBA) cham- 
pionship series Thursday. 

Perhaps much more damaging 
than the loss of game two, howev- 
er, was the injury to Los Angeles 
superstar and league most valu- 
able player Earvin (Magic) 
Johnson. 

With the score level 75-75 in 
the third quarter, Johnson pulled 
up with a strained left hamstring 
muscle and was forced to leave 
the game. The Lakers were 
already without (he services of 
their other starting guard. Byron 
Scott, who suffered" a similar in- 
jury in practice before the first 
game. 

Los Angeles which had led for 
most of the game — they were up 
fO-5o at halftime — rallied briefly 
following Johnson's injurv to take 
a 92-:L4 "lead. 

Detroit then took control with 
a 12-1 spun early in the fourth 
quarter ro grab the lead for the 
first time in the game and never 
relinquished it despite a desper- 
ate Laker comeback attempt. 


Pressure mounts to scotch record 


TORONTO (AP) — The Ontar- 
io Track and Feld Association 
still plans to press the National 
Association to have the sport's 
international governing body 
erase Ben Johnson's 100-metre 
world record. 

Rolf Lund, president of the 
Ontario Association, said Thurs- 
day the request will be made 
during the weekend at rite Cana- 
dian Association’s annual general 
meeting in Ottawa. 

The provincial association 
.announced in April its intention 
to seek the removal of the record 
of 9.83 seconds Johnson set at the 
1987 world championships in 
Rome. It also passed a motion to 
remove from the Ontario record 
book any standard set by an 


athlete who admitted using ban- 
ned drugs before a performance. 

That action drew criticism from 
officials at the Dubin inquiry into 
steroid use in sports created after 
Johnson was stripped of his gold 
medal at the summer Olympics 
last year when he tested positive 
for steroid use. 

Following the criticism, the 
Ontario Association delayed im- 
plementation of its ruling. But 
Lund said it plans to press the 
National Association on the issue 
this weekend. 

“I don’t think the sport should 
wait," Lund said. 

Earlier this week, an Interna- 
tional Athletic Federation offi- 
cial said the world body has its 
lawyers investigating whether 


Johnson's record can be annulled 
if it is confirmed he took banned 
drugs before the race in Rome. 

Several witnesses at the Dubin 
inquiry, including Johnson's 
coach, Charlie Ftancis, and per- 
sonal physician. Dr. Jamie 
Astaphan, have testified that 
Johnson was on a steroid prog- 
ramme before the world cham- 
pionships. Johnson's record still 
stands, though, because he did 
not test positive after that race. 

“If the IAAF decides in 
September to take away his world 
record, he would look rather silly 
to keep his record as the Cana- 
dian record," Lund said. “I 
chink we could play a leadership 
role and support that view (that 
the record should be erased)." 


Officials to decide 
Games after China crisis 


TOKYO (AP) — The Olympic 
Council of Asia (OCA) will de- 
ride on the future of the 11th 
Asian games if China is unable to 
host the 1990 event as scheduled 
because of domestic turmoil, the 
president of the Japan Olympic 
Committee said Friday. 

“China has not said it will give 
up hosting the games. But should 
China gave them up, the OCA 


will meet to ‘decide on a new 
host," Katsuji Shibata said. “If 
the OCA asks Japan to substitute 
for China, Japan will give it se- 
rious thought,*' he said. 

Asked which Japanese city 
should host the games, Shibata 
replied. "I have no idea at pre- 
sent.” 

The city of Hiroshima is to host 
the 1 2th Asian Games in 1994. 


Meanwhile, the all Japan 
Amateur Archery Federation 
said it will not send a team to the 
sixth Asia Cup archery cham- 
pionships in China in late June 
because of the current turmoil. 

The Japan Amateur Boxing 
Federation also is studying 
whether to send a team to the 
Asian Amateur Boxing cham- 
pionships to be held in Beijing. 


Peanuts 


uJhatmore coulpa 
PERSON ASK FORT THE 
itiARM 5UN ON YOUR FACE.. 
YOUR D06 ON YOUR LAP... 
PERFECT CONTENTMENT.. 
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No danger of coups. 


Gorbachev tells deputies 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev Friday assured the Soviet parliament he 
was not threatened by a coup and demanded an end 
to rumours that he was in danger of losing power. 


In a speech to the Congress of 
People''; Deputies. Gorbachev 
said the Communist Party Cen- 
tral Committee backed him as did 
the party's ruling politburo. 

“I must assure you that the 
Central Committee shares the 
position of the poliburo that there 
is no danger of coups. Let us put 
an end to rumours." he said. 

“ According to rumours I have 
been killed not less than seven 
limes and my entire family not 
less than three times. " he said, 
-ft is especially impermissible 
when deputies base a hand in 
such empty rumours." 

Gorbachev did not elaborate 
and i: was unclear whether some 
fresh rumour about the president 
and Communist Party chief had 
been making the rounds of the 
congress. 

But Russian author Valentin 
Rasputin earlier this week asked 
Gorbachev to address suggestions 
that he was threatened by a coup 
and said it was obvious a struggle 
for power was going on among 
top leaders. 

Rasputin referred to complaints 
b> historian Roy Medvedev that 
everv time Gorbachev left Mos- 


cow. government and party poli- 
cy reversed itself. 

“You did not answer Med- 
vedev's declaration that every 
time you left Moscow, especially 
with (politburo member Alexan- 
der) Yakovlev, there appeared a 
situation close to a coup. Is it 
so?" Rasputin asked Gorbachev 
in the debate Wednesday. 

Yakovlev, chief of the Com- 
munist Party Commission on In- 
ternational .Affairs, is one of Got- 
bachev's closest advisers. 

Gorbachev Friday also indig- 
nantly denied he was hungry for 
personal power. 

“As a communist. I categor- 
ically reject the hints (that) I am 
trying to concentrate power in my 
own hands." Gorbachev told the 
nationally televised session of the 


was planned to be the last day of 
the Soviet congress' inaugural 
session, Gorbachev said he 
understood the dissatisfaction 
that deputies had expressed over 
the past two weeks. 

But he said the congress 
marked a “new stage of peres- 
troika,” his political and econo- 
mic reform programme, and 
would move the country ftirther 
“along the road of glasnost,” or 
greater openness, and deraocra- 
tisation. 


The new parliament's raucous- 
ness. unprecedented in Soviet 
politics where lawmakers tradi- 
tionally have been just cogs in the 
Kremlin machinery, reached an 
emotional peak Thursday when 
about two dozen Baltic deputies 
stormed out. 

“Comrades, comrades. I ask 
you to be calm because this is not 
all so simple,” an exasperated 
Gorbachev said as the deputies 
left the Kremlin's Palace of Con- 


help avert economic collapse. 
Another deputy said the country 
was on the brink of ecological 
disaster. 

Soviet Television, which, 
broadcast the session live to mil- 
lions of people, showed about 25 
deputies storming out. 

The Baltic legislators made 
their move after objecting to 
forming a committee to decide 
whether laws conform to the 
Soviet constitution. They said the 
committee could encroach on 
their republics' right to self-deter- 
mination and ability to veto laws 
passed by the central govern- 
ment. 


Author Rasputin in his speech 
Wednesday also referred to 
attacks during the congress on 
politburo member Yegor 
Ligachev and suggested the con- 
servative Siberian had been sing- 
led out to be eliminated from 


congress. 

"This is alien to me, to my 
views, my outlook, and my char- 
acter." Gorbachev said. “I. as 
general secretary and president, 
have no other policy than peres- 
troika, democratisation and glas- 
nost. 

“In this. I see the point of my 
life and my work." 

In a rousing speech on what 


gresses. 

The walkout reflected the he- 
ated opposition by some deputies 
to the Communist Party estab- 
lishment that runs the session and 
nominates committee members 
and other officials. 

In other tough talk Thursday, a 
radical economist said the coun- 
try should cut aid to the Krem- 
lin's Latin American allies and 
pay farmers in foreign currency to 


Botha renews repressive state 


of emergency for fourth year 


JOHANNESBURG lAgenries) 
— President P.W. Botha ex- 
tended the national state of 
emergency for a fourth year Fri- 
day. saving revolutionaries still 
exert influence in the nation 
although widespread violence has 
stopped. 

"I want to emphasise that the 
reason for the existence of the 
state of emergency should be 
blamed on the ‘terrorist’ orga- 
nisations and their internal allies 
and not on the government,” 
Botha said in a statement made 
public at midnight. “It remains 
the resolute aim of the govern- 
ment to terminate the activities of 
the revolutionaries." 

The emergency rule has forced 
a black uprising against white rule 
off the world's nightly television 
news and created an impression 
of calm in the country. 

Even before Botha imposed 
nationwide emergency rule in 
June, 1986, burning roadblocks, 
children confronting heavily- 
armed soldiers with stones and 
mass funerals for demonstrators 
killed by police were familiar 
sights. 

Three years of sweeping press 
curbs, mass detentions and bans 
on most forms of political protest 
have projected a less violent im- 
age abroad. 

"But police and soldiers con- 
tinue to patrol townships where 
riots still Dare from lime to time 


and many black schools operate 
with security force members pre- 
sent at all times. 

Botha imposed the emergency 
after toops and police rumbled 
into black townships on June 12. 
1986. The townships were visibly 
scarred by two years of strife 
which flared when anti-govern- 
ment rioting broke out in 
September 1984. 

Reporters were barred from 
any point within sight of widely- 
defined “security force action” 
and forbidden to publish anything 
deemed by the government to be 
a subversive statement. 

Photographers and television 
cameramen were escorted from 
townships, detained and some- 
times beaten as police occupied 
schools and universities while sol- 
diers patrolled township streets in 
giant armoured personnel car- 
riers. 

At night, security force sear- 
chlights swept townships from 


young as 10, have been detained 
without charge or trial for periods 
of a few days to three years. 


‘Uneasy calm’ 


hillside military camps and police 
carried out door-to-door searches 


for activists who had evaded de- 
tention without trial. 

Allegations of torture have 
been widespread throughout the 
emergency, but press curbs pro- 
hibit the reporting of torture 
claims until they have been 
accepted as accurate by a judge 
or magistrate. 

About 30,000 people, almost 
all of them black and some as 


At present, 32 of the country's 
biggest dissident groups are effec- 
tively banned, some 600 radical 
black political leaders have been 
silenced by house arrest and poli- 
tical meetings are prohibited in 
most townships. 

"Jackboot repression will not 
dull the instinctive rebelliousness 
against the tyranny of apartheid,” 
said Jakes Gerwel, rector of the 
coloured (mixed-race) University 
of the Western Cape. “The appa- 
rent calm ... is an uneasy one.'* 

Fatima Meer, professor of 
sociology at the University of 
Durban, told Reuters that 
emergency rule had helped to 
create a generation of children 
immune to violence and death. 

“I shudder to think what will 
happen to our country when 
these children grow up. What sort 
of a society can one have with 
people who have grown up amid 
such violence and brutality,” she 
said. 

Botha gave no indication 
whether there would be any 
changes in the regulations, which 
make it illegal to call for boycotts 
or foreign sanctions, to seek to 
undermine the defence force, to 
report on police activity or unrest 


without permission, to attend 
outdoor gatherings, to hold ban- 
ners or wear T-shirts bearing pro- 
hibited political slogans. 

A senior police official, Johan 
van der Merwe, told a news 
conference that all 32 organisa- 
tions banned in the past three 
years would remain restricted. 

He also said restrictions includ- 
ing house arrest, prohibitions on 
the right to work, speak publicly, 
participate in political activity, or 
travel would be re imposed on 
about 500 people. 

About 30.000 people, almost 
all of them black, have been 
detained without charge for 
varying lengths of time during the 
emergency. After a hunger strike 
among detainees earlier this year, 
hundreds were freed, but restric- 
tions were placed on their activi- 
ties. 


Law and Older Ministry 
spokesman Leon Meilet said at 
the end of May that 71 people 
were in detention under 
emergency regulations which 
allow them to be held inde- 
finitely. 

Police confiscated film and 
temporarily detained a photo- 
grapher and others who attended 
a news conference and rally 
against reimposition of the 
emergency held at St. Mary's 
Anglican Church in downtown 
Johannesburg Thursday. 


Light at the other end of the AIDS tunnel 


MONTREAL ( AP) — A vaccine 
developed by polio pioneer 
Jonas Salk may help wipe out 
the AIDS virus in people 
already infected and stop them 
from getting the deadly disease, 
according to preliminary re- 
search presented Thursday. 

“It is becoming dear that a 
diagnosis of EIIV positivity seed 
not be regarded as a death 
sentence,” Salk said. 

Salk's approach is one of 
several newly reported develop- 
ments that experts say raises 
hopes that an AIDS vaccine is 
possible, if still far away. 

If the vaccine works as Salk 
hopes, it wiH stimulate the body 
to hunt down its own Mood cells 
that carry HTV, the AIDS virus. 
Such cells are virus-making fac- 
tories inside (he body, and wip- 
ing them out could hold the 
virus in check, preventing it 
from spreading mid causing 


AIDS. 

Whether the vaccine will 
actually work this way is stOl 
unclear. Although it has beat 
tested in people, the best evi- 
dence of its potential power 
comes from experiments on 
chimpanzees, the only animal 
besides people that can be in- 
fected with the AIDS virus. 

Experts caution that much 
more work will be necessary in 
both animals and people before 
anyone knows whether the vac- 
cine will save lives. 

However, Dr. Dani P. Bolog- 
nesi of Duke University, a top 
U.S. AIDS vaccine researcher, 
said the new work is promising, 
in part because it suggests that 
an effective vaccine cut be nuufa 
for treatment after AIDS infec- 
tion — something many experts 
had doubted. 

“This suggests it is passible to 
deal with the virus in already- 


infected individuals,” be said. 

While cautioning that this 
and other annual studies need to 
be confirmed, he added, “they 
are the beginnings, I believe, a t 
piercing the a rmo u r that has 
existed that it would be impossi- 
ble to protect against this class 
of virus.” 

The latest vaccine studies were 
described at the week-long fifth 
international conference on 
AIDS. 

Salk's anhnai studies, am- 
ducted with Dr. Clarence Gibbs 
of the U.S. National Institutes of 
Health, were performed on 
three dumps. 

, Two of them had already 
been infected with HIV when 
they received the vaccine. After 
three hyections, all measurable 
signs of the virus disappeared. 
And when scientists gave them 
more virus, they did not become 
reinfected. 


The other chimp was given 
virus for the first time after 
vaccination. While this animal 
got infected, the level of virus in 
its body has been steadily drop- 
ping instead of rising, as usually 
happen. 

Gibbs described these results 
as “very startling” and said, 
“we don’t want to raise false 
hopes. But these studies are 
increasing our understanding 
about wha t is necessary for a 
vaccine for HIV-infected human 


Salk said that creating an 
AIDS vaccine is much more 
difficult than a poKo vaccine, 
which he developed in the 
1950s. And while be would not 
predict when an AIDS vaccine 
might be available, be com- 
mented, ‘“‘there is light at the 
other end of the tunnel. We 
hope to move in that direction as 
quickly as possible.” 


Surprise alibi for Palme murder defendant 


STOCK H OLM ( R) — A surprise 
witness said Friday he could pro- 
vide a watertight alibi for the man 
on trial for the 1986 assassination 
of Swedish Prime Minister Olof 
Palme, 

The new witness contacted a 
local newspaper and told how he 
saw the defendant, Christer Pet- 
tersson. on the night of the mur- 
der at a suburban train station 
less than half an hour after Palme 
was shot. 

The witness was later inter- 
viewed. but not identified, by 
S'-cdi-'h rv.iiio. 

I'm qiii.j sure it was him 
(Pertersson) because I lived in the 
same area for years and had seen 
him hundreds of times,” the man 
said. 

Police and Pettersson’s lawyer 


raid they-were checking the new 
information which, if deemed 
credible, could alter the course of 
the trial. 

A lone gunman shot Palme 
dead from behind at 11.21 p.m. 
local time when the prime minis- 
ter was walking home unguarded 
through central Stockholm from a 
cinema with his wife. 

It would have been impossible 
to get from the murder scene to 
the station within that time. 

Pettersson, a 42-year-old 
Swede with a record of violent 
crime and drug abu^e. pleaded 
not guilty when his trial began 
Monday. 

He told Stockholm district 
court he took a commuter train 
home from Stockholm at 11.46 
p.m. after spending the evening 


at a night club.. 

Pettersson said he fell asleep 
on the train, missed his own 
station and ended up at the final 
stop on the line where he waited 
to catch a train back. 


Police said it was treating the 
new information seriously. 


“When I read this, I remem- 
bered seeing him on the platform 
that night,” the new witness said. 
“He was sitting on a beach smok- 
ing. He seemed tired.” 

“I’m sure it was on Feb. 28, the 
night of the murder, because I 
remember hearing the news that 
Palme was killed on the radio the 
next morning," the man said. 

The new witness said he had 
not stepped forward until now 
because he had not realised that 
the man he saw was the one 
charged with the murder. ' 


“Everything which can favour 
the accused is given top priority,” 
said Superintendent Hans Olveb- 
ro, head of the murder probe. 

Prosecution witnesses are to 
testify that they saw Pettersson 
waiting outside the cinema for the 
film to end and then following the 
Palmes down the street. 


The key witness is Palme's 
widow Lisbet, grazed by the 
assassin's second bullet, who 
picked Pettersson out from a 
video identity lineup as a man she 
saw running from the scene of the 
murder. 

The trial resumes next Tuesday 
and is scheduled to last until 
mid-July. 


Two women from the Mesfchetian Turk minority 
weep in Fer gana . Soviet Uzbekistan after their 
home was destroyed by mobs of Uzbeks in a 


power. 

“There is no need to re min d 
you who will be next,” Rasputin 
added ominiously. 

Ligachev was ridiculed during 
the congress by one deputy who 
said he was incompetent and was 
linked by another deputy with a 
massive corruption investigation. 

He was once Kremlin ideology 
chief but was demoted in a 
reshuffle last autumn and given 
the difficult task of directing poli- 
cy on Soviet agriculture. 


Uzbek mobs grow more 
aggressive; toll nears 80 


MOSCOW (AP) — Mobs in 
Soviet Uzbekistan are growing 
bolder, escalating their attacks on 
police stations despite the pre- 
sence of thousands of soldiers in 
the Central Asian republic, the 
official Izvestia newspaper re- 
ported Friday. 

The government newspaper 
said the death toll from the last 
six days of ethnic violence in the 
Fergana region in Uzbekistan was 
nearing 80. and more than 800 
people have been hurt. 

The region's Communist Party 
chief, Shavkat Yuldashev, has 
called for “more decisive mea- 
sures” to halt the wave of arson 
and murder, Izvestia said, with- 
out identifying those measures. 

“I think that, taking into 
account the serious nature of the 
situation, we don’t have enough 
force yet for its stabilisation,” 
Yuldashev told the newspaper. 
'Apparently, more decisive mea- 
sures are needed." 

Alexi Yastrebov, a deputy in 
the Soviet Congress of People’s 
Deputies, said in an interview 


Thursday that the new parliament 
was asked by Communist Party 
officials in a closed session to 


approve tougher actions in Uzbe- 
kistan. 


A group of deputies, including 
some from -Uzbekistan, were 
scheduled to report Friday to the 
congress on the latest develop- 
ments in the troubled region be- 
fore a decision was mate. 

The government has brought in 
more than 9.000 Interior Ministry 
soldiers, and given them the au- 
thority to open fire to protect 
themselves, but it held back on 
sending in regular army soldiers, 
official news reports say. 

Reporting on recent attacks on 
police and the interior ministry 
building in the city of Kokand, 
2,400 kilometres southeast of 
Moscow, the newspaper said a 
crowd of thousands managed to 
seize three pistols and force 
police to release 12 - detainees 
from jail. 

“The actions of the uncontrol- 
led elements are becoming more 
aggressive,” Izvestia said. “More 


and more often, attacks are being 
made on buildings of the interior 
ministry and police. The goal is to 
seize weapons. The population is 
extremely agitated.” 

Rioters have burned more than 
550' bouses and nearly 300 vehi- 
cles, and 300 people have been 
detained, it said. 

The killing started June 3 in a 
rampage between ethnic Uzbeks 
and the Meskhi Turk minority, 
which was forcibly resettled in the 
Fergana valley of Uzbekistan by 
former Soviet ruler Josef Stalin in 
1944. 


Yuldashev proposed “addres- 
sing the problem of returning 
them to their homeland" in 
southern Georgia “as quickly as 
possible.” 


More than 10,000 of the Mes- 
khi Turks have been evacuated to 
the safety of army camps. After 
the recent attacks on the police 
station in Kokand, the mob in- 
vaded a Meskhi neighbourhood 
and set more titan 80 houses and 
six cars on fire, Izvestia reported. 


Solidarity and Warsaw 


reach compromise deal 


WARSAW (R) — Solidarity and 
the Polish government have ham- 
mered out an agreement to over- 
come a crisis caused by the failure 
of top communist reformers to 
get elected to parliament. 

Solidarity leaders agreed dur- 
ing eight hours of talks Thursday 
not to block a government plan to 
fill 33 seats left vacant by the 
defeat of the Communists and 
their allies in order to keep a 
government-opposition reform 
pact on track. 

The failure of the 33 officials, 
who could not win more than half 
the vote despite standing uncon- 
tested on a national list of 35 
VIPs, threatened to leave the 
Sejm (lower house) with less than 
the 460 members stipulated in the 
constitution. 

Solidarity, led by union leader 
Lech Walesa, made the agree- 
ment in defiance of hundreds of 
members who flooded union 
offices across the country with 
angry phone calls claiming they 
were giving in to the government 
and cheatig the electorate. 

‘The agreement was about to 
fall apart,” Zbigniew Bujak. a 
top Solidarity leader, told repor- 
ters as be emerged looking tired 


after the talks in the Sejm build- 
ing in central Warsaw. 

“The looming constitutional 
crisis was the most important 
thing because there was a danger 
tbatone part of parliament would 
not be elected at all,” he said. 

Solidarity ran in the first elec- 
tions contested by the opposition 
for 42 years under a reform pact 
which also allowed it to be re- 
legalised after a seven-year ban. 

The union won 160 of the 161 
Sejm seats it .was allowed to 
contest and 92 of the 100 seats in 
the new Senate (upper house). Its 
candidates made it into runoff 
voting June 18 for all the nine 
seats which it did not win out- 
right. 

By contrast, only two commun- 
ists and three members of the 
Allied Peasants Party won out- 
right on the first round, according 
to official results. 

The 33 candidates who failed to 
get elected on the national list 
included Prime Minister Mieczys- 
law Rakowski, who just failed 
with 48.17 per cent, and other 
reformers. 

Solidarity said it reluctantly 
accepted a government plan to fill 
the 33 vacant seats in runoff 


votes, but it was not clear if all 
the defeated nationalist members 
would run again. Other party 
officials might fill the vacant 
places, they said. 

“We proposed that the deci- 
sion over the 33 seats should be 
taken by the new Sejm (when it 
convenes) but we understand the 
difficult situation in our country 
so we accepted (the government 
plan)/' Solidarity adviser Bronis- 
law Geremek said. 


Union sources said hundreds of 
outraged Solidarity members had 
earlier urged their leaders not to 
help solve the problem. 

They- said Solidarity spokes- 
man Janusz Onyszkiewics was 
shouted at when he tried to ex- 
plain to Warsaw members that 
the issue bad to be resolved to 
help preserve the reform process. 

Walesa declined comment on 
the agreement but said: “When 
Poles sit down to a table they will 
.find some solution.” 

Interior Minister General 
Czeslaw Kiszczak, one of the 33 
who failed to get elected and the 
chief government negotiator at 
Thursday’s talks, said he was 
satisfied. 


China turmoil spurs Hong Kong 


search for foreign passports 


HONG KONG (R) — Political 
turmoil in China has given new 
impetus to the search by Hong 
Kong people for foreign pass- 
ports before Peking resumes con- 
trol of the British colony in 1997. 

“Anybody who was in two 
minds about leaving Hong Kong 
ahead of 1997 will have made 
their minds up now. There’s real 
fear," a Western diplomat said. 

Last year 46,000 people, mainly 
professionals, emigrated .from 
Hong Kong to Canada. Australia 
and the United States. Analysts 
forecast that the trend will in- 
crease steadily as 1997 
approaches. 

Diplomats report that applica- 
tions for emigration at consul- 
rates in Hong Kong have risen 
dramatically in the past few 
weeks. 

“The inquiry rate has gone up 
between 250 per cent and 300 per 
cent since events in China 
started," said John Berry, Au- 
stralia’s acting regional migration 
director in Hong Kong. 

“But we don’t expect an im- 
mediate rise in actual applications 
because it normally takes six 
weeks before we see the results." 
he added. 

Britain has been the colonial 
power in Hong Kong since 1841, 


but the territory’s six million 
Chinese residents do not have die 
right to live in Britain. 

Under agreement with Peking, 
Britain will relinquish sovereignty 
over Hong Kong to China in 
1997. Both sides are committed 
to maintaining stability and confi- 
dence in the booming colony. 


But pressure is building up in 
Hong Kong for the British gov- 
ernment to allow Hong Kong 
passport holders to go to Britain, 
a move seen here as a “lifeboat” 
in case of extreme problems when 
China takes over. 


Hong Kong Governor Sir 
David Wilson, in London for 
talks with British officials, said 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatch- 
er had rejected his plea for Hong 
Kong people to be given the right 
of abode in Britain. 


sary. 

Some 1.25 million of Hong 
Kong’s Chinese residents hold a 
form of British passport that acts 
as a travel document while de- 
nying them right of entry and 
abode in Britain. Another two 
million have the right to such a 
passport. 

Political analyst Bob Broadfoot 
of the Political and Economic 
Risk Consultancy said it was 
absurd to argue that 3.25 million 
Hong Kong people would flood 
into Britain. 

Broadfoot predicted that the 
rise in applications to emigrate 
would lead to a slow-down in the 1 
rate of processing as consulates 
straggled to deal with the paper- 
work. 


Wilson said Thatcher told him 
that allowing all British 'passport 
holders in Hong Kong to come to 
Britain “was a matter of great 
political difficulty." 

Earlier Thatcher had told par- 
liament she might be prepared to 
be flexible over the issue in light 
of events in Peking, and that her 
government would approach par- . 
liament for amendments to the 
British nationality act if neces- 


“I think what you are going to 
get is a bottleneck problem. 
There will be. many, many more 
people going for the same Bmited 
number of places,” Broadfoot 
said. 


“For example, Canada had 
27,000 accepted last year, but 
there’ll be four times as many 
that have to be reviewed now. I 
think people will also be looking 
at other {daces in Asia, like Thai- 
land, Singapore and- the Philip . 
pines,” he added. 


Indian talks and 
talks and talks — 


weekend of ethnic violence which killed more than 
80 people and left another 500 injured 


NEW DELHI (R) — A 57-year-,/ 
old Indian talked out of his place ; 
in the Guinness Book of World 
Records last year is trying to talk / 
his way back. The Press Trust of __ 
India said S.E. Jayaraman began y 
a lecture Thursday m the South a 
Indian city Madras. He hopes to 4 
finish in 15 days or so and ndasmi 
the non-stop talking record. 
Jayaraman found; a place in the j 
1967 Guinness Book of Worid 4 
Records after chscqursing for 200 •* 
hours. He was out-spoken by 
compatriot N.S. Viswanathan . 
with a 240-hour, monologue the 
following-year. Jayaraman said . 
be aimed to 'talk for 300 hours. - 


Soldiers confined 
bylColonel 
Crackpot’ . 


LONDON (R) — A British army 
officer: in West Germany con- 
fined 200 of his men to barracks 
for three days after discovering a 
scratch oh his estate car, the 
defence mimstiy said Thuraday. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Rod Brum- 
mitt issued the order to all the 
unmarried soldiers under his 
command at Hamer, near Dort- 
mund, in a bid to find the. man 
who scratched the car. The mims- 
try was commenting on a report 
of the incident in the Sun news- 
paper headlined “Colonel Crack- 
pot." The tabloid quoted one of 
Brum min’s men as saying: “The 
damage to his car wasn't ail that 
great And why did he pick on the 
angle soldiers — anyone in the 
regiment could have done it?”' 
The ministry said Brumxnit res - 
cinded his order after telling the 
soldiers he was disappointed the 
culprit had not owned up. 


Biscuittimer fools 
woufd-be robber 


BIRMINGHAM, Alabama (AP) 
• Tire biscuit timer went off at 
just the right time in a Mrs. 
Winner's chicken and biscuits res- 
taurant. A police report said that 
a man walked into the fast-food 
place Monday , night and deman- 
ded money from a cashier. Em- 
ployees said they saw the handle 
of a revolver sticking out of the 
waistband of the man’s trousers. 
About that time the timer sound- 
ed to signal thar the biscuits in the 
oven were done. The man 
thought it was an alarm and ran 
away empty-handed. 


A taste of America 
to Red Square 


NEW YORK (R) — The new 
breeze of glasnost and peres- 
troika blowing through Moscow 
could soon bear the aroma of 
genuine Coney Island hotdogs. 
The all-American delicacy, top- 
ped with mustard or sauerkraut, 
will be on sale in Red Square by 
November under an agreement 
between the Soviet Union and 
Nathan's Famous Inc., which has 
been selling hotdogs to hungry 
New Yorkers for much of the 
century. “Nathan’s hotdogs have 
been hailed as the most succulent 
slice of American democracy 
since they were first served in 
1916 at Coney Island,” said com- 
pany chairman Stuart Benson, 
referring to the New York seaside 
resort with its amusement arcades 
where New Yorkers have sought 
refuge from the summer heat for ■ 
decades. “We are confident that 
Muscovite shoppers and tourists 
... will feel that same sensation 
when they bite into a Nathan’s 
hotdog,” he raid. Benson flew to 
Moscow TTiursday to arrange for 
setting up the venture under a 
protocol agreement with the- 
Soviet government. The Nathan's 
Famous restaurant will be located 
in Gum's Department Store in 
Red Square. Helping Nathan's in 
the venture is Shelley Zeiger, an 
American businessman who last ' 
year began selling another Amer- 
ican culinary favourite to Musco- - 
vites — pizza. 
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